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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


ThinI Sassioii— No. 1. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 10th December, t941, at 
2-15 p.m., being first day of the Third Session, pursuant to section 
' 62(2)(a) of the Government of India Act, 19115. 

r The President (the Hon'ble Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra) was 
in the Chair. 


Obituary reference. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Hon’ble members of the Council: At the 
outset of the proceedings of the House, the Chair would like to refer 
to the sad death of Mr. Jogindra Chandra Chakravarti, a distinguished 
public man of North Bengal, which had taken place on October 12th 
last. 

Mr. Chakravarti was a lawyer of outstanding eminence in the whole 
of North Bengal. His erudition in the legal lore and brilliant achieve- 
ments as a practising lawyer won deserved recognition at the hands of 
the members of the legal profession in his election as the President of 
the All-Bengal-aiul-Assam Lawyers’ Conference. 

In politics he was a staunch nationalist in the truest sense of the 
term. Although he commanded a very lucrative practi(*e at the Bar, 
he did not fail to respond to the call for serv'i(;e and sacrifice in the 
cause of his Motherland. He was a man of strong convictions and 
would hold fast to his views regardless of all conseiiuences. The 
transparent sincerity of purpose which inspired his activities always 
won the respect even of those who would differ from him in politics. 
He was elected to the Bengal Ijtigislative Council as a member of the 
Swaraj Party. I had opportunities of working with him in this sphere 
and can personally testify to his abilities as a keen debater and sound 
Parliamentarian. 

In private life Mr. Chakravarti was a man of sterling w^orth. By 
his amiability of disposition and large charities, he had endeared 
himself to all sections of his countrymeP. He had a deeply religious 
and philosophical bent of mind and this enabled him to attend to his 
multifarious professional and public duties with a cheerful spirit 
unruffled by domestic misfortunes which it was his lot to work under. 
His sad death has created a void in the public life of this province 
which it would be difficult to fill up, indeed. 
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Tile sudden and unexpected death of Mr. Ashraf All Khan 
Chowdhury has cast a deep gloom over all sections of the member's 
of the Bengal Legislature. A scion of an aristocratic family of the 
Rajshahi district in North Bengal, by his pleasing manners he made 
himself popular with all sections of the people. He came by a very 
cruel bereavement about a couple of months back in the death, under 
most tragic circumstances, of his only son who had earned a Commis- 
sioned rank in the military service. Evidently, that shock had proved 
too much for him! 

Having been called to the Bar in 1912 he was for some time appoint- ' 
ed a Judge of the Small Causes Court, Calcutta. He also acted as the 
Deputy liegal Remembrancer in the Calcutta High Court. He was a 
member of the old Bengal Council without any break since 1921 — a 
fact which testifies to his immense popularity. Since tlm inauguration 
of the present constitution he had been the Deputy Speaker of the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly and had succeeded in winning the esteem 
and good-will of his colleagues in the Legislature, irrespective of party 
afiSliations. 

His death will undoubtedly he mourned by his numerous friends 
and admirers. 

The news rea<!hed Calcutta yesterday of the death of Mr. C. E. 
Buckland, c.i.e., in England. 

Mr, Buckland joined the Indian Civil Service in the year 1870 and 
rose to be the senior Member of the Board of Revenue. He was a 
member of the Bengal Legislative Council from the year 1893 to 1897 
and again from 1899 to 1904 when he retired. He belonged to a 
family that had served Bengal for three generations successively. The 
sad death of such a well-known public servant wdll be deeply mourned. 

I request the honourable members to rise in their seats as a mark 
of respect to the deceased persons. 

(After the members resumed their seats.) 

A message of condolence will be communicated to the members of 
the respective bereaved families in due course. 

Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Under rule 6 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Procedure Rules, I nominate — 

(1) Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim, 

(2) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(3) Raja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, 

(4) Mr. J. B. Ross, 

on the Panel of Chairmen for the current session. 



194t] 


GOVERNOR’S ASSENT TO BILLS. 


S 


House CofimiittoOi 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Under rule 122 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Procedure Rules, I nominate — 

The Deputy President (Chairman, ex-officio) ^ 

(1) Mrs. K. D’Rozario, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

(3) Mr. Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

(4) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson, 

(5) Rai Bahadur Maninatha Nath Bose, 

(G) Mr. Kanai Lai Goswaini, 

on the House Committee for the current session. 


Covernor-GoneraPs assent to Bills. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I have to inform the honourable members 
that the following Bills whi(‘h were passed by both Chambers of the 
Bengal Legislature have been u.ssented to by His Excellency the 
Governor-Cieneral under the provisions of section 7G(/) of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 19G5, namely: — 

(1) The Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

(2) The Bengal Raw Jute Taxation Bill, 1941. 


Govamor’s assant to Bills. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have also to inform the honourable members 
that the following Bills which were passed by both Chambers of the 
Bengal Legislature have been assented to by His Excellency the 
Governor under the provisions of section 75 of the Government of India 
Act, 1935, namely : — 

(1) The St. Thomas’ School (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

(2) The Bengal Patni Taluks Regulation (Amendment) Bill^ 

1941. 
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Indo-Bufiiit Immigratiiui Agreement. 

The SECRETARY (Mr. $. K. D. Gupta): Sir, the following 
communication has been received from the Government intimating the 
action taken by them on the motions moved in and adopted by the 
Council under Rule 112 of the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure 
Rules : — 

“Subject — Indo-Burma Immigration Agreement. 

A copy of the Address presented to His Excellency the Governor by ’ 
the Bengal Legislative Council together with a copy of the debates in 
the House on the subject mentioned above, has been forwarded to the 
Government of India”. 


Point of Privilego. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I rise on a point of privilege of 
the House. It is quite clear, since there is no Ministry to-day and 
there is no legally constituted executive Government in Bengal at the 
moment, that the Bengal Turbulent Areas Ordinance, 1941, cannot be 
placed before the House. 

Before I take up that question I may say that a very grave breach 
of the privilege of this House has been committed in respect of this 
Ordinance in virtue of the fact that this C'ouncil was not summoned 
simultaneously with the Bengal Legislative Assembly on the 27th 
November, 1941. It is well-known to all members of this House that 
whenever an Ordinance is promulgated under section 88 of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, that Ordinance has all the force of an Act passed 
by botli the Houses of the Legislature; but Ordinances differ in respect 
of continuity from such Acts. It has been laid down in section 88 (2) 
of the Government of India Act that “an Ordinance promulgated under 
this section shall have the same force and eftect as an Act of the 
Provincial Legislature assented to by the Governor, hut every such 
Ordinance shall be laid before the Provincial Legislature and shall 
cease to operate at the expiration of six weeks from the re-assembly of 
the Legislature * * There is a further discussion about the 

procedure which is necessary to terminate it earlier. 

Now, Sir, the point is; if the Legislature disapproves^ of the 
Ordinance, it would cease to be an Ordinance and ceqse to have the force 
of law immediately after the summoning of this Legislature. But if 
the Legislature does not for some reason or other take any action what- 
soever with respect to the Ordinance, it will even then automatically 
cease to have the force of law six weeks after the summoning of the 
Legislature. But here a very important question arises as to what this 
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summoning of the Ijegislature means. It is generally taken to mean 
that this would refer to the summoning of the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly or the Bengal Legislative Council. But, Sir, we are here 
in this Council under the Government of India Act and are bound down 
by its statutory provisions. In section 60 of the Government of India 
Act it is clearly laid down that the Legislature means both the Houses 
and the Governor whose position is that of a constitutional monarch. 

Mr, PRESIDENTS Is it necessary to argue that point at length? 
•1 do not think any body would seriously contend that the Legislature 
means only the Legislative Assembly. 

' Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: In a moment, Sir, I shall submit why 
I had to lay stress on what is obvious. In section 88 ( 2 ) of the Act 
it has been laiS down that an Ordinance shall cease to have the force 
of law six weeks after the summoning of the Legislature. Now, Sir, 
if we also had been summoned on the 27th November, — there was at 
that time a Ministry functioning in this province — this Ordinance 
would have been placed before both the Houses of the Legislature on 
one and the same day and we might have ibeen in a position to express 
an opinion on this Ordinance then and there. But that has not been 
done. Now, Sir, since the other House met, almost a fortnight has 
elapsed. This has in effect given an extension of life by two weeks to 
this Ordinance. My contention, Sir, is this. When the Government 
of India Act was enacted and these legislative powers were given to the 
Governor, it was intended by the House.s of Parliament that the exer- 
cise of these powers by the Governor shall he subject to certain restric- 
tions. 1 shall, Sir, in a moment draw your attention to some of these 
restrictions which have been laid down in the Government of India Act 
itself. 

The Governor can, under the Government of India Act, act only in 
one of two ways, either at his discretion or on the advice of the ('ouncil 
of Ministers. Now, Sir, whether he acts at his di.scretion or he acts on 
the advice of the Council of Ministers, a certain procedfire is laid down 
in the Government of India Act which gives public opinion and the 
Legislature a certain supervisory control over the Ordinances of the 
Governor. 

With regard to this Ordinance which was placed before the Assembly 
on the 27th of November and which is placed before us only to-day on 
the 10th December, six weeks from the date of summoning means an 
extension of a fortnight’s life to this Ordinance. Sir, I was pointing 
out that the Governor can act only at his discretion or on the advice 
of the Council of Ministers 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Or in his individual judgment. 
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Mft HUMAYUN KABIR: Ye«, Sir, or in his individual judgment, 
in which case he takes the advice of his Ministers but is not bounc[ to 
abide by it. He can take his own decision and therefore, Sir, I think 
that individual judgment will also in the ultimate analysis come to 
acting in his discretion. In the case of acting in his discretion, he is 
not constitutionally bound to take any advice of or consult the members 
of the Council of Ministers; whereas while acting in his individual 
judgment he is to consult the Council of Ministers but is not bound by 
their decision. But in either of these cases, Sir, the Governor who 
promulgates Ordinances is subject to a general control by the Governor^ 
General, acting at liis discretion, as is provided for clearly in section 
54 of the Government of India Act, where it is said that “in so far us 
the Governor of a province is by or under this Act required to act in his 
discretion or to exercise his individual judgment, he shall he — ‘shall be’ 
there is no question of option about it — he shall he under the general 
control of, and comply with such particular directions, if any, as may 
from time to time he given by the Governor-General in his discretion 
* * 1'herefore, Sir, if it be coiitended that the present Ordinance 

has been issued by the Governor at his discretion or in his individual 
judgment without referring to the Council of Ministers, even in that case 
he is subject to the general control by the Governor-General acting in 
his discretion and, 8ir, it is again laid dowm in section 14 of the 
Governinenl of India Act that whenever the Govconor-General acts in 
his discretion he also is not entirely a free agent. Whenever a 
Governor-tieneral acts in his discretion under section 14, it is provided 
that “In so far as the Governor-tieneral is hy or under this Act required 
to act in his discretion or to exercise his individual judgment, he shall 
be 

Mr, PRESIDENT. Order, order. As regards this particular 
Ordinance, it was promulgated by the (iovernor advised by the 
Minister. This class of Ordinance is different from the Ordinance 
contemplated lyider section 89(1) of the Government of India Act, 
where the Governor is required to act in exercise of his discretion or 
individual judgment. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: This strengthens my case. I am con- 
tending that even in the case of Ordinances issued by the Governor 
acting at bis discretion or on bis individual judgment, be is ultimately 
responsible to the House of Parliament. In the case of Ordinances 
issued on tbe advice of tbe Cabinet, they are subject to scrutiny in tbe 
Provincial Legislatures, but even where tbe Ordinance is beyond tbe ’ 
competence of tbe Provincial liOgislature, it is subject to tbe legislative 
control of Parliament. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, I hare understood your point. You need 
not elaborate this point any further. You may now deal with your 
sedbnd point. 

Mr. HUM A YU N KABIR: Sir, the Governor has the power to 
summon the Legislature. The only obligation is that he must summon 
the Legislature at least once within 12 months. That point has been 
made clear in the course of Parliamentary Debates on the Indian 
Beforms Bill. Under section 62 of the Government of India Act, it 
^8 the Governor acting in his discretion that summons the Legislature 
and it would be very unlikely that Government responsible to the 
Legislature should not keep it informed in the matter of legislation. 
So, the Legislature must be summoned at an early date in order to 
get the sanction of the Legislature. 'Even in respect of Ordinances 
which are outside the purview of the action of the Council of Ministers, 
they shall, as I have pointed out, be subject to the control of the 
HoUvSes of Parliament. Whether they are promulgated on the advice 
of the Ministers or are promulgated at the Governor’s own discretion, 
in either case the Ordinances promulgated by the Governor will thus 
be subject to scrutiny. 

My contention is that this House has not been called simultan(»ously 
with the Assembly and was not given a proper opportunity of express- 
ing an opinion on the Bengal Turbulent Areas Ordinance. I may 
refer to Burma where an Ordinance of this type was promulgated by 
the Governor and both the Houses were called on the same day in order 
to get an ’ expression of opinion of the Legislature on that particular 
Ordinance. Here in Bengal the same thing should liave been df)ne. In 
Bengal there is a further difficulty in that there is no Executive 
Government functioning at the moment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 s it your contention that the period of six 
weeks after the re-assembly of the Legislature cannot be counted 
unless both the Houses are called simultaneously? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Yes, Sir. If there was a properly 
constituted Ministry and if the Legislature disapproved the Ordinance, 
then it would cease to have any force even before six weeks. But as 
the Houses were not called together, an extension of life has been given 
to this Ordinance. I do not know if this is permissible under the 
Government of India Act and I am afraid that any action taken under 
this Ordinance may be questionable in a court of law. Under this 
Ordinance, a man may be held guilty without taking into consideration 
whether he was an aggressor or he was aggrieved. 1 will not go into 
the merits of this Ordinance now, as we all know that the Ordinance 
as a whole is bad. At the present stage, I shall only say that on 
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account of two weeks having elapsed from the first date. of the .meeting 
of the Assembly, the Ordinance has had an extension of life for this 
period. Then again, the Ministers have ceased to function from the Vth 
December. Under the Government of India Act, no Provincial 
Government can function without a Council of Ministers and hence any 
action done during such period of the non-existence of Ministers may 
be questionable in law. Any action which might be done under the 
Ordinance may be of an illegal character. Hence the Executive 
Government of the province — whatever the Government may be at the 
present moment — is perhaps liable to civil damage in respect of any, 
action which might be done in pursuance of this Bengal Turbulent 
Area Ordinance. Of course, it may be said that the King can do no 
wrong. In a sense it is true; but then the King can do no wrong 
because the King never acts on his own responsibility but acts always 
on the advice of his Cabinet. His actions are always undertaken 
through the Ministers. In Bengal also, we have under section 50 of 
the Gt>vernment of India Act, Bhlo, the provision that “the Governor 
jthrj/l have a Council of Ministers who .s/iali advise him” on certain 
matters except those particular matters which are reserved for the 
exercise of his discretion or his individual judgment. Therefore, my 
contention is that, now that there is ikj Council of Ministers in Bengal, 
there is no responsibly-constituted Executive in Bengal, and any 
action which might be taken under the Bengal Turbulent Areas 
Ordinance may be liable to civil damages. This is a point which I 
would most respectfully bring to tlie attention of His Excellency the 
Governor. As the constitutional head of the I^ovince he (.*annot act 
by himself except wlien, under the provision of section 93 of the 
Government of India Act, 193o, he resumes to himself by Proclama- 
tion the pow’ers 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. So far us 1 have understood the 
honourable member, his first point is: that the Council should not have 
been called about a fortnight later than the Assembly, for there would 
then be a difficulty about the counting of six weeks’ time, when the 
Ordinance should automatically expire. I quite see your first point. 
Now you are making another point, namely, as to whether it is con- 
stitutionally correct that the Province should be without any Executive, 
that is, without a Council of Ministers. That is a different question 
altogether. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: What I beg to submit is that it seems 
that there has been a second breach of the privilege of this House, 
in that we have been debarred from legislating for this Province. 
Action can be tindertaken only according to legislation passed by both 
Houses to which assent has been given by His Excellency the Governor. 
Ordinances have the force of such law, but we have the right to demand 



mii] 


POINT OF PRIVILEGE. 


9 

the repeal of an Ordinance, This also is a type of legislation, but 
now it has become impossible for this House to do its duty in this 
reject. It is thus doubtful whether at the 'moment a properly- 
constituted Executive Government exists in Bengal, because here the 
King, I mean the Governor, acts according to advice but he has no 
one to advise him now. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As 1 have told you, you are now arguing quite 
a different point. Your first point was that this House should have 
been summoned simultaneously with the other House, so that the 
Legislature might not have been deprived of the opportunity of dis- 
cussing the Ordinance. That is your first point, as 1 have understood 
it. But now you are raising another point. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, may 1 rise on a point 
of order 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, can there be a point of order to a 
point of privilege!'' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Kabir will please proceed. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: My first point was that by the summon- 
ing of the two Houses at different times an extension of life has been 
given to the Ordinance. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, take a bypoihetica) case. If this House 
had been called earlier and also prorogued before the other House was 
called, then the Legislature would not have got any opportunity to 
annul the Ordinance even if they so desired. It is true that the 
initiative about discussion of the Ordinance belongs to the other House 
hut as soon as this House passes a resolution agreeing with them, the 
very passing of the resolution would automatically abrogate the 
Ordinance and it would not be necessary to send it to tl»e Governor for 
his assent. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I am very grateful, Sir, that you have 
made this point so clear, for that is one of the grounds that I wanted 
to bring out ; but, since you have made it so clear, 1 will only repeat 
what you have said. If this House had been summoned before the 
Assembly, and if the Council session would have come to an end earlier 
than the coinmen cement of the session of the Lower House, in that 
case the provisions of sub-section ( 2 ) of section 88 of the Government 
of India Act could not have been fulfilled at all. I would, therefore, 
hold that if this House were called earlier that also would have been 
failing in the fulfilment of the purpose of the Government of India 
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Act so far as section 88(^) is concerned. From this 1 shall come to 
my second point, namely, that there is now an interregnum with no 
Executive existing in this Province, and the Legislature also is una4>le 
to exercise its Legislative functions. A resolution of the Legislature 
demanding the withdrawal of the Ordinance would have the force of 
a repealing Act, but no such resolution can be moved till there is a 
Ministry which can present to the House Government business for 
consideration and disposal. Hence, the absence of a Council of 
Ministers is depriving the House of one of its legislative functions and 
therefore involves a breach of the privileges of the House. 

The Ordinance is going on even though there is no Government for 
the time being, and therefore no action can be taken by cither House 
of the Legislature. The Legislative Assembly cannot move a resolu- 
tion that this Ordinance should be immediately abrogated and 
repealed, and we cannot express our assent or dissfent to any such 
resolution of the Lower House. This period of interregnum 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Or in other words, the laying of the Bengal 
Turbulent Areas Ordinance, 1941, cannot take place because there are 
no Ministers and the business of the Legislature, as settled by His 
Excellency the Governor, cannot be taken up. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Yes, Sir, that is my second point. No 
action can be taken by the Legislature : the function of the Legislature 
has been taken away from it. That is the position to which w^e have 
been led at the moment. Therefore, Sir, with your permission and 
with the permission of the House I would like to convey our sense of 
grievance at this breach of privilege to His Excellency the Governor. 
He is a constitutional Governor and has had a great deal of parlia- 
mentary experience in England and he will realise the constitutional 
difficulty in Bengal when there is a period of interregnum. I would 
point out that in English law it is said that “the King is dead, long 
live the King’’. On similar lines, we must hold that “the Ministers 
have resigned, long live the Ministers.” It can, of course, mean, “long 
live the Ministers if the Ministers deserve a long life”. But at present 
there is no Minister in Bengal and w’e have a period of interregnum. 
What makes the position more anomalous is that neither has the 
constitution been suspended. 

If section 93 of the Government of India Act had been applied, then 
we would have no right to complain in this respect. But as it is now, 
I submit respectfully through you that there has been a breach of the 
privilege of the House. To sum up. Sir, my first point is: that this 
House should have been summoned simultaneously with the other 
House, as otherwise it would be difficult to give effect to the section 
which compels the withdrawal of the Ordinance within six weeks of 
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the summoning of the Legislature. My second point is: that with 
the dissolution of the Council of Ministers^ the Ordinance cannot come 
b^ore the House at all. It has not yet been laid on the Table before 
the House and there is nobody — no Minister — to lay it before the 
House for its consideration. Therefore, I would like to convey to His 
'Excellency the Governor through you, Sir, that at the present moment 
we have no constitutional Government in Bengal. In these circum- 
stances, I would like to urge His Excellency, through you, to consider 
the constitutional difficulty that will be created by the introduction or 
^ enforcement of any Ordinance, or other Government business. There 
is no Executive Government in Bengal ever since the acceptance of 
the resignation of the Ministers on 7th December, 1941. I would also 
like to draw the attention of His Excellency the Governor, through 
you, to the difficulties inherent in this situation. There may arise 
constitutional •difficulties if the Ordinance is put into force, l)ecau8e 
any such act may be liable to civil damages. Therefore, Sir, if the 
House permits, I would like to present an Address to His Excellency 
the Governor that this House very respectfully submit to His 
Excellency that in the opinion of the House, since the date of the 
acceptance of the resignation of the Ministers there is no constitutional 
Executive Government in Bengal. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, with regard to the 
second point of Mr. Humayun Kabir I wish to submit one or two 
things. It seems there being no Government functioning through 
the Ministers, the items headed as “Government business” cannot be 
taken up. Therefore, the only way to prolong the Council session is 
to talk on points of order 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Kabir is not speaking on 
any point of order but on a matter of privilege. A grave constitutional 
issue is involved in the point of privilege raised by Mr. Humayun 
Kabir and it should not be slighted in any way. Mr. Humayun Kabir 
contends that the House has been deprived of the privilege of dis- 
cussing the Ordinance which should have been laid at the very first 
opportunity when the House met. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I fully agree with 
the first point raised by my friend Mr. Humayun Kabir. There is no 
doubt that a great constitutional privilege has been infringed by this 
differential treatment. 

With regard to his second point that Government business has been 
’suspended, I have something to say. Sir, we came here in the expecta- 
tion of doing certain things. We had great expectations that certain 
important Bills would be presented to us and we have made some 
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amount of sacrifice of our time and our money in order to come here 
and be ready for discharging our legislative duties. Unfortunately, 
these Bills cannot be taken up in the absence of a Ministry. I, thefe- 
fore, fully adopt the arguments of my learned friend Mr. Humayun 
Kabir and submit that we have a real grievance in the matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The honourable member should also appreciate 
the difficulties under which perhaps His Excellency is labouring, — I 
mean the war situation and other allied matters. Mr. Humayun 
Kabir requests the Chair to move in this matter hut the Chair considers , 
that it would not be consistent with constitutional propriety for the 
Chair to offer any advice to the Governor on this matter. However, 
the House, if it so desires, can present an Address to His Excellency 
drawing his attention to the present position. 

Motion under Rule 112 of the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure 

Rules. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Therefore, Sir, if you would permit me 
to move that an Address under section 112 of our Rules he present 
ed to His Exctdlency the Governor, J would like to move it. So far 
as our Rules are concerned, il is within your compcience, Sir, to allow 
me to move this resoluticm lo-day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tn view of the faci that no business can be 
transacted in the House before a Ministry is constituted, 1 shall allow 
Mr. Humayun Kabir to move a Motion under rule 112 at tliis stage. 

Mr. Humayun Kabir can move it formally if he so likes. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I formally move — 

That an Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor of 
Bengal through the Hon’ble President of the Bengal Legislative 
Council that this House respectfully submits to His Excellency that in 
the opinion of this House since the acceptance of the resignation of 
the Council of Ministers on the 7th of December, Bengal has no 
properly-constituted Executive Government. 

Sir, I do not wish to make a long speech on this resolution. I 
would only draw the attention of the House to another point which 
is probably familiar to many honourable members of the House. Yet, 
in order to draw their pointed attention once more, I would suggest 
that we may refer to the Instrument of Instructions to the Governor 
which is obligatory on him. In Article VIII of the Instrument of 
Instructions, it is laid down clearly that “in all matters within the 
scope of the executive authority of the. province, save in relation to 
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functions which he is required by or under the Act to exercise in his 
discretion, our Governor alioll in the exercise of the powers conferred 
u^)on him be guided by tlie advice of his Mimsiers.” Therefore, it 
seems that it is obligatory that Hi'S Excellency ought to be guided in 
the exercise of all activities of the Government of the province by the 
advice of his Ministers and wl\en there is any activity which is reserved 
to him under section 54, it is only then that it is possible for His 
Excellency to act at his discretion or in his individual judgment. 
The only other alternative is to have recourse to section 93. But in 
the case of section 93, I would submit that very strong precautions 
have been laid down and very strict regulations made. Section 93 is 
not to be lightly invoked; the c(»nstitutional authority of the Govern- 
ment is not to be sus])ended unless a very ditii(*ult situation arises in 
the province. Sir, so far as we are aware, so far as we cun judge, I 
do not think anyone will for a moment (‘ontend that in Bengal we have 
a situation where constitutional Government is imjxjssihle. There is 
a party with a very large majority, in both the Houses of the Legisla- 
ture and the test that it has a majority in both the Houses of the 
Legislature is to be found in the fact that the Ijcader of this party 
is willing to loriu a (Jovernment and is also prepared to face the 
JiCgislature humediately aft(‘r. The Leader (»f ilie party is sanguine 
that he enjoys the confidence of tlie Jiegislatun* in both the Houses 
and he is willing to act on that conviction. 1 think, Sir, that the 
conditions for the application oi section 93 do not therefore arise. 

I do not want to make any further observation at this stage. 1 
would only request all honourable members of this House to consider 
wdiether in Bengal the situation is such as to necessitate the promulga- 
tion of section 93. In a sen.se, I would jierhaps personally be glad if 
section 93 w^ere applied to Bengal. In fact, if it be applied to all the 
provinces of India, this would jirove to the wxirld outside that the 
Government of India Act does not confer upon the people of India the 
rights wdiich they are demanding for »» very long time. We can then 
really prove to the world thai there is no real democracy and real 
constitutional Government functioning under the Government of India 
Act. From that point of view, we miglit welcome the promulgation 
of section 93 in the whole of India. In fact, in 0 or 7 provinces, the 
administration is being run by the re.spective Governors. But that 
situation has not arisen in Bengal, and we are yet willing to exercise 
for the benefit of the province wdiat little power the present .system of 
provincial autonomy offers to us. In the present circumstances, I 
commend my resolution to the unanimous acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that an Address be pre.sented to 
His Excellency the Governor through the President of the Bengal 
Legislative Council that this House respectfully submits to His 
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Excellency that in the opinion of the House since the acceptance of the 
resignation of the Council of Ministers on the 7th December, 1941, 
Bengal has no properly-constituted Oovernment. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, can it be 
called a resolution when it is worded in the way moved by the honour- 
able member ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, under rule 112 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Procedure Rules an Address can be presented to His Excellency . 
conveying the opinion of this House. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: On a point of information, Sir. Are 
not the resolutions worded in this form ? 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, may I be 
permitted to move another motion? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is one motion before the House. You 
can speak on it or if you want to move any amendment, you can move 
it 


Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, my 
anieiidrnerii and reasons are these: everybody knows that there is no 
Executive functioning at present and it is therefore no use and in 
fact it would be almost ridiculous to tell the people and the Governor 
that it is so. Everybody also knows that this matter is being consider- 
ed and a Ministry may be formed in about half an hour or two hours; 
that, in fact, it is in the process of being formed. Therefore, Sir, my 
amendment is that tlie House be adjourned, as suggested by the Chair, 
from day to day, until the new Council of Ministers is formed. My 
amendment, therefore, is that the following words be added at the end 
of the Address, namely, “and the House be adjourned from day to 
day until a Ministry is formed” — to put it in the proper Parliamentary 
language. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Can I move another amendment, 
Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Will Mr. Roy Chowdhury write 
out his amendment and let me have it ? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I move an amendment now, Sir. ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let Mr. Roy Chowdhury move his amendment 
properly. 



1941.] 


COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULES. 


15 


Mfi HUM AY UN KABIR: Sir, may I rise on a point of order P 
May I respectfully draw your attention to the fact that this is not a 
proper amendment at all.^ It purports to say that the House shall be 
adjourned from day to day till a Ministry is formed, — a power which 
the Chair has already got. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sorry I could not quite catch every word 
of the amendment. In view of the fact that the Chair has the prero- 
gative to adjourn the House at any time, the proposed amendment 
#would be out of order. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Then, I with- 
draw the amendment, Sir. 

Mr. LALif CHANDRA DAS: May I move an amendnient now, 
namely, that at the end of the Motion the following words be added, 
“and this House is therefore unable to transact any business” P 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I am prepared to accept the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Si nee the Motion was moved by Mr. Humayun 
Kabir, an amendment has been moved by Mr. Lalit ('handra Das 
proposing to add the following words at the end of the main Motion, 
“And this House is therefore unable to transact any business”. 

I take it that nobody is willing to speak on the main Motion or on 
the amendment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: My amendment has been accepted 
by the mover. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I think I have no right to accept an 
amendment finally. It is the property of the whole House and the 
whole House may accept it or reject it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved; that “An Address be presented 
to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the President of 
the Bengal Legislative Council that this House respectfully submits 
to His Excellency that in the opinion of this House since the acceptance 
of the resignation of the Council of Ministers on the 7th of December 
Bengal has no properly-constituted Executive Government”; 

since which the following amendment has been moved, namely: — 

that the following words be added at the end of the motion : — 

“and this House is therefore unable to transact any business”. 

The question before the House is that the amendment be made. 

(The amendment was agreed to.) 
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I shall now put the main Motion, as amended, namely: — 

That an Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor of 
Bengal through the President of the Bengal Legislative Council that 
the House respectfully submits to His Excellency that in the opinion 
of this House since the acceptance of the resignation of the Council 
of Ministers on the 7th of December, Bengal has no properly-constituted 
Executive Government and this House is, therefore unable to transact 
any business. 

(The Motion was agreed to.) 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The House now stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. 
to-morrow, the 11th December, 1941. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Thursday, the 11th 
December, 1941. 
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Members absent. 

The following members were absent from thf' meeting held on the 
10th December, 1941 : — 

(1) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(2) Mr. Narendra Chandra Datta. 

(3) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Khwaja Muhammad Esmail. 

(5) Khan Baliadur Syed Muhammad Gliaziul Huq. 

(0) Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf Khan. 

(7) Dr. lladliu Kumud Mookerjee. 


l. 0. Pre*»— 1941-42— 1071 lA— 750. 




THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


Third Sttsion—No. 2. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 11th December, 1941, at 2-10 
p.m,., being the second day of tlie Third Session, pursuant to section 
(i2 (2) (a) of the (ioveriiment of India Act. 19»‘]o. 

Mr. President (the HoiCble Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra) was 
in the Chair. 

PRESENTATION OF THE REPORTS OF SELECT COMMITTEES. 
The Bengal State-aid to Industries (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, may 1 have your permission to present 
the report of the Select Committee on the llengal State-aid to Industries 
(Amendment ) Bill, 1941 ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to present the report of the Select Com- 
mittee on the Bengal State-aid to Industries (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

The Bengal Markets Regulation Bill, 1941. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: May 1. 

Sir, with your permission, present the report of the Select Committee 
on the Bengal Markets Regulation Bill, 1941. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: I beg to 

present the report ot the Select Committee on the Bengal Markets 
Regulation Bill, 1941. 

Tha Bengal Criminal Law (Industrial Areas Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

Mr. KHORSHED ALAM CHOWDHURY; Sir, with your per- 
mission, I beg to present the report of the Select Committee on the 
Bengal Criminal Law (Industrial Areas Amendment) Bill, 1941. 
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Mft PRESIDENT: The Chair has been informed that His 
Excellency the Governor has commissioned the Hon'ble Mr. A. K 
Fazlul Huq to form a Ministry and that the latter has already recom- 
mended two names in this connection. It is expected that by to-morrow 
the constitution of the Cabinet will be complete. 

The House now stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. to-morrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 12th 
December, 1941. 
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Following members were absent from the meeting held on the 11th 
December, 1941 : — 

(1) Mr. Kader Bak.sh. 

(2) Mr. Shrish rhandra Thakraverti. 

(3) Mr. Narendra Thandra Datta. 

(4) Mr. Kamini Kumar Diitta. 

(5) Khan Baliadiir Alhaj Khwa.ja Muhammad Ksmail. 

(G) Mr. Mohamed Ho.s.sain. 

(7) Klian Bahadur Syed Muhammad (Ihaziul Huq. 

(8) AUitfj Khan Bahadur Shaikli Muhammad Jan. 

(9) Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf Khni». 

(10) Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan. 

(in Mr. W. B. (i. Laidlaw 

(12) Sir T. Lamb. 

(13) Dr. Radha Kumml Mookerjee. 

(14) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(lo) Mr. Sachindra Nara\an Sanya). 

(IG) Hai Sahil) Jafindra Mohan Sen. 

(17) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

(18) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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The CorxciL met in the Jjejjrislative (’hambor of tlie Lv ^'•islativo 
Buildinjf, ('alciitta, on Friday, the ]2(h l>e(‘enibei‘, lim, at ii-lo p.m., 
being tlie third daA of the Third Session, piirMiaiii to section G2 (2) 
Iftt) of the (iovernmeiit of India Act, 

Mr. Fiesident (the llon’ble Mr. S\tyem>h.\ Ciiandk.i Mitk.v) was 
n tJie Chair. • 


Short-notice Question. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, with your permission may 1 put 
a short-notice question witli regard to the arrest of Mr. Sarat t.^handra 
Bose in hi.s house yesterday? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y'es, what is your question? 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, my question is: uhclher fliis 
arrest has been made on the initiative of the jircscnt (iovernmeiit or 
of the previous (jovernment and wliether the ]>n‘sent (jJovernmcnt knows 
anything about it or as to how the arrest was brought about and 
wliether trom the si<Ie of the Government any .statement can be made 
on the subject? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If the Ifoirbie Ministers are in a position to 
answer this question, then alone this can be taken up. The Ministers 
are not bound to answer this question. 

The Hon’ble Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: Sir, (he posi- 
tion briefly is this. The new Ministers, as honourable members are 
aware, took their oaths of office onI\ thi.s morning and this order 
was served on Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose yesterday. So, the iiresent 
Ministry could have nothing to do wdth this order. The communique 
issued in this connection also clearly indicates that tlie order was 
passed by the Government of India directly. Whether the p.Tst 
Ministry had anything to do with it or not, obviously that is not a 
question which we are in a position to answer. This is all I can 8a> 
just now. 
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Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Js the Hem ble Minister in 
a po,‘»ition to staie whetijer, and if so what .steps, they are ^foing to 
take to get Mr. Rose released? 

The Hon’bte Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: 1 think, Sir. 
J (-an a.ssun* the House on behalf of the lion 'ble tlie Chief Minister, 
the Hon’hle tlie Nawab Bahadur of Dacca and myself that the present 
Ministry will do all that is po^'^il)le for them to do to secure the release 
of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister ])lease refer to the ([uestion put by Mr. T^aHt Chandra Das 
and try to answer the .same, naniel\ , what were the circumstances under 
whicli this arrest was brought about and lay a stat-eiiient before the 
House as to what 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Ordei, order. The Hon'ble Minister has made 
it clear that they have taken the oaths fd allegiance and secrecy onl\ 
this morning and that the distribution of jiortfolios has not been made 
yet. H(' has also stated that the order for the arrest of Mr. Bose was 
passed previously and that they are not in a j)osition to enlighten the 
House flirt I hm' on that point. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: M\ question is: whether 
tlie Hon’hh* Minister will kindl> tr\ to ascertain the circumstances and 
place the facts hefore the House? 

The Hon’hle Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: The request 
will he home in mind. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is a leque.st t or action and iifit a (juestion. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: 1 shall request the Hon’ble Mini.ster to 
make a statement as soon as tlie;s are in possession of the full facts and 
to explain liefore this House what exact 1\ were the circumstances which 
led to tlie arrest of Mr. Hose and wliat steps it is possible for the 
Ministry to take 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: But that has already been asked by Khan 
Baliadur Naziniddiu Ahmad. 

The Hon’hle Or. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: As I said, Sir. 
the new Cabinet has not yet met and what I expressed obviously w'as 
the individual opinion of the three Ministers M’ho form at the moment 
the present Cabinet. But I can assure the House that the matter 
will be considered by the Cabinet and due report will be made to the 
House, if necessary. 
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Mr, LALIT CHANDRA OA8: I want thr()uj»-li ><)u. Sir, lo inform 
the Hon’ble Minister that from the ver\ nature v»t the (Hiestions put 
from ditferent sides of the House it is (dear fiat it is the unanimous 
wish of this House that the release (»f Mr. Sarat Ohandra Hose should 
be secured immediately. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, may 1 put one supple- 
mentary question y If what is stated in the communique, namely, that 
Mr. Hose was in lea<?ue with the .Japanese is correct, may I know wiiat 
will he the attitude of the (iovernment r' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a h\pothetical que.stion 

The Hon’bie Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sn. muN I 

make one submission at this stujfc?' The new Ministry was ’ip])ointed 
yesterdav . In fact the Ministry has not >et Imen full.\ (*oiisiitut(‘d. 
Only three Ministers have been appointed with the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. 
Fazlul Hu(| as the Ohief Minister AVe took our oaths ot ollice and 
s(MTec.\ thi" mornin<r, as 1 said just now. I think it will be desirable 
if we adjouin the business of the House, in view of the fact that the 
portf(dios have not >et been distributi‘d. If we adjourn till Wednesday 
n(*.\t. b\ that time the constitution ol the entire Oabinel is e\in‘cted 
to be completed and the House may then proc(M‘d with its normal 
business I make this su^^^estion for the consideration (d th<‘- House. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 be^ to move that the time tor the sub- 
mission of the Select Committee Report of the Henjral (iamblin} 4 ' 
Amendin^^ Hill be extended up to 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Y ou ma.\ raise this (|uestioji next (la\ . The 
Chair appreciates the difficulty ot the Ministry, ft has been formed 
onl> to-da,\ . The oaths of office and secrecy have been taktm this 
morninfr. Therefore, I a^ree witli the ion ot the Hon’ble 

Minister and adjourn the House till 2-1') p.m. on \W*dnesday, the 17th 
December, 1941. 

The House stands adjourned till 2-1*') p.m. on AA^ednesday next. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-1') p.m. on AAi^ednesday, the 17tb 
December, 1941. 
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Members absent. 

Fallowiug members were absent from the meeting held on the 12th 
December, 1941 : — 

(1) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(2) Mr, Shrish Chandra Chakraverti. 

(8) Mr. Narendra Chandra Datta. 

(4) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

(i)) Khan Bahadur Alhadj Khwaja Muhammad Esmail. 

(Ci) Mr. B. W. N. Ferguson. 

(7) Mr. Mohamed llossain. 

(8) Khan Bahadur Syed Muhammad Ghaziul Huq. 

(9) Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf Khan. 

(11) Mr. W. B. fj. Laidlaw. 

(12) Sir T. Lamb. 

(Id) l>r. lladlia Kumud Mookerjee. 
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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


Third Session— No. 4. 


Thk Council in the Legislative (’hninber of the Jiej;islatiN«‘ 
Building, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 17th December, 19*11, at 
2-15 j).m., being the foiiith day of the Third Session, pursuant to section 
62 (a) of tlie (loverninent of India Act, 19d5. 

, Mr. President (tlie Jlon’ble Mr. Satykndha Cuamjka MirnA) was 
in the Chair. , 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Mr, PRESIDENT* We will take up the outstanding que.stif)ns of 
the last Budget session, first of all. 


Part-time medical officers in the Calcutta Medical College. 

106. Khan Bahadur REZZAQUL HAIDER CHOWDHRRY: Will 

the Hon ’hie Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self- 
Government Dej)artment be pb'ased to state — 

(a) the mini her of jnirt-tiiue iiicdii-al ofliceih in the Calcutta Minlical 
College ; 

(h) how many jiosts ot jiait-tiine medical oiiiceis are reserved for 
Muslims; 

(c) whether any jm.si res(0\v*d lor Muslims has iieen filled up by 

non-Muslim oflieers in the last three years; 

(d) if so, wliat is tlie numbc*r of sm h jiosts filled np by non-Mnslim 

officers ; 

(c) how long non-Muslim oiheers weie allowed to continue in each 
such case ; 

(/) whether applications were invited from Muslim candidates 
before vacancies were filled up; 

(ff) if so, whether applications from Muslim candidates w^ere 
received; and 

(h) if 80 , why the claim of Muslim candidates was ignored? 


5 
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MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr, Santosh Kumar 
Basu): (a) It Jias been ascertained from the honourabie member that 
information is wanted in re.spect of part-time medical officers and 
honorary medical officers at tlie Medical Oollef<e Hospitals, Calcutta. 
A statement sliowing the number of honorary medical officers is laid 
on the Table. There is no part-time medical officer in the Medical 
Colle^fe Hospitals in tlie strict sense of the term. 

(h) to (h) None of the honorary posts is reserved for Muslims. 
In filling up these posts, however, the claims of qualified Muslim candi-' 
dates, if available, are duly considered. As regards the junior house 
staff, the ai)pointing authorities in all State medical institutions have 
definite instructions to see that a fair share of these appointments goes 
to Muslim doctors. That these instructions are being followed will be 
evident from the fact that 14 Muslim students who passed the Final 
M.B. ExamiTuition from the Medical College during the ])eriod from 
July, 19^19, to July, 1941, were all provided with ap])ointnients in the 
junior house staff in the institution. 

Statement referred to in reply to claui^e (a) of (juention No. 106. 


(1) Honorary Senior Visiting 

Physicians and 

Surgeons 

... 14 

(2) Honorary Junior Visiting 

Physicians and 

Surgeons 

... jb 


(3) Honorary Junior Staff (including Clinical Tutors, 
Amesthetists, House Physicians, House Sur- 
geons, (Jlinical Pathologists and Clinical 
Assistants of the Eye Infirmary) ... 74 

Total ... 104 


Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Sir. may I bring to your 
notice tljc fact that we have not got copies of the questions answers to 
which an* being read out by Hon’ble Ministers? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; It is the business of the honourable members to 
bring all the pa])er8 that are distributed to them for their use in the 
Council Chamber. 

The next question relates to the Finance Department. The Hon’ble 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu mav read out the answei +0 this question. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU; Sir, the position is 
this: the portfolios have not yet been distributed but if you desire 
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me to read out the answer to this question, I am prepared to do so. 1 
may, however, be permitted to say that the present Ministry is not in 
a t)osition to accept the policy enunciated in thea.e answers, because 
the Cabinet has not had any sitting yet to con- ler the replies. If any 
question of policy arises out of these answers, then 1 may state that 
Government do not take aiiv responsibility for the poJicv outlined in 
them. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: When questions are asked, the object is to 
elicit information only. If anybody asks for statement of any policy in 
connection with any answer to a question, the llou’ble Minister may 
ask for notiee, so that the question may be answered later. 

The Hon’bl^ Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 am much obliged 
to you, Sir. 


Recruitment of non-Bengalees. 

107. Mr. NUR AHMED: (o) Will the lloii’hle Minister in charge 
of the Finance l)e])artmcnt be pleased to state if it is a tact that many 
iion-Jh*ngal(M‘s have been appointed to important and responsible posts 
in Bengal since the inauguration of Proviiieial Autonomy in Bengal? 

{!)) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a list 
of the iion-Bengale(‘s aj)jH)inted in tin* jmblic .services under the Govern- 
ment of Ih'iigul during the year I9d7-104l (up to l^8th February), with 
their names, {|ualifications, pay, the names of the respective posts, and 
special reasons, if any, for which they have been appointed in preference 
to candidates for Bengal? 

(c) Do the Government propose to lay down a strict rule that in 
future no non-Bengalee should be appointed except in a very exceptional 
case and that also for very spr. hil reasons? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U (on bohalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Finance Department): (a) Yes, some non- 
Bengalees have been apjiointed due, in the large majority of cases, to 
rhe want of suitable Bengalee candidates. 

(b) A statement is laid in the Library. As I have stated above, 
the question of preference over Bengalee candidates does not arise as in 
the large majority of eases, suitable Bengalee candidates were not 
’ available. 


(c) Government do not consider it necessary. 
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Mn PRESIDENT: Will any Hoii'ble Minister reply to the next 
queHtion on behalf of the Hon’ble Minister-in-charpe of the Jiulirial 
and Lej’islative Departments? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 will do so, 
Sir. 

Suspension of office work during ‘‘Jumnia” prayers. 

108. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZ2AMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

(a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be 
pleased to state whether there are Oovernment oiders recpiiniig susjien- 
flion of business of all courts and offices on Friday for Jnmma prayer? 

(h) If the rejdy to (a) be in the aflirniative, whether such orders a])ply 
to the ITigli Court of Judicature at Fort William in Calcutta? 

(c) If the answer to (/>) be in the negative, will he kindly state 
whether (lovernment does not consider if necessary that the orders should 
apply to the High (hmrt as well? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): (o) Yes. 

(h) No. 

(c) Th(‘ High Court regulates its own business. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: With 
reference to answer (r), is the (^alcutta High Court under the Bengal 
Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, it is 
rather a diflicult constitutional question. For certain purposes llie 
Calcutta High Court is under the jurisdiction of the Local Government 
and for otlnu- purposes it is not. In order to (‘liable me to answer this 
question, therefore, I am afraid, 1 have to ask for notice. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister kindly consider the desirability of informing the 
( alcutta High Court that facilities given in other courts, namely, 
closing of the (^ourt during Jutnmu prayer, be given by the High Court 
and the Court be closed during Jumma jirayer? 

The Hon’bie Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I ask for 

notice. Sir. 



1941.] 


UrKSTlONS AM) ANSAVEllS. 


31 


Outstanding Questions of the last Monsoon Session. 

Aid to Egra Middle English School. 

99. Rai Bahadur MANMATHA NATH BOSE: Will the llon'ble 
Minister in charg’e of the lulucatiou Department he pleased to state 
that — 

{a) if it is a fact that the (loverninent has ^iveii a d'^nation of 
its. ‘lOO to K^»Ta Middle Knj^lish S(‘h(»ol for p;irls in (h>ntai 
subdivision in the district of Midnapore to the (’irele Otlieer, 
Egra, who resides at Egra; 

(h) if the amount was paid on the recommendation of the said 
Circde Officer; if so, what was the date of the recommemlu- 
tion and when was the amount paid; 

(c) if it is a fact that up to the dlst May, 1(111, there was no 
su(‘h scliool in existence at Egra, nor was there any build- 
ing to accommodate the said scho(d ; and 
{(i) if file answer ot part (c) be in the negativi* — 

{i) who is tlie head master or liead mistress of the school 
and wliat does the staff consist of, and how many girls 
are then* in the school, 

(i/) if it is recognised b\ the Mdncalion Depart nuuit , and 
(///) if the scliool was vi.’^ited hy an\ officer of th(‘ l^dncation 
Dcjiartmcnt ; if so, wlien, ainl what was tin* remarks 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M« Abdul Karim): (in A donation of IN. oOO 

out of the discretionary grant placed at the disposal of the District 
Magistrate vvas made to the Egra Middle Dnglisli School tor girls 
through the Secretiiry of tlie s bool. 

( h) An application for grant was recommended by tin* then t’ircle 
(>ffic(‘r, Egra. The date of recominernlation wa*^ tin* dOlh S(‘ptemher, 
Tlie amount was paid on blst March, Kill. 

(c) No. 

(d) (i) The name of the liead master is ilalni llughunath Das. The 
staff consists of tlie head master and two as.Kistant teachers. There are 
t37 girls in the school now. 

(ii) No. 

(tii) Uptil now^ the .school has not been \isitcd by an> officer of 
the Education Department. 
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Rai Bahadur MANMATHA NATH BOSE: Aiisino^ out of (c), 
wiH the Hon^hle Minister be pleased to state when (Ii<I the sehool actually 
come into existence and when did the eonstruetioii nf the building 
begin 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: T ask for notice, 
Sir, as 1 took the oath of office only this morning. 

Rai Bahadur MANMATHA NATH BOSE: Will the Honble 
Minister be pleased to state when the liead master and the tw’o teachers 
mentioned in tlie printed reply were ajipointed? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: My reply is the 
same as in the case of the previous question — I ask for notice. 

Daoca University Examinations of 1941. 

100. Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHQWDHURY: (u) Will the 
Jloii’bie Minist(‘r in charge of (lie Education Department be pleased 
to slate if due to communal riot at Dacca, all University J’!xaminations 
at Dacca had to he held over and conse(juently there was diday in the 
puhlication of th(‘ results P 

(b) If so, is it a fact that the .successful students mt(Uiding to get 
(ulu<ati(jn outsid(‘ Dacca, hav(‘ not been able to tih* tladr a]i})]ications 
for admission into different institution's, such as Medical (\)lh*ge, 
J'in^ineering ('ollegt‘, A'el(*riiiarv (V)Ilcge, etc., within the pres{‘nhed 
time ? 

(r) If tin* answer to the a]>o\e (jin'stions h(‘ in the affirmative, wull 
the Ilou'hle Ministei he plea.sed to state if tlie t lovernnu'iit pro])ose.s to 
din‘ct cxtiMision ot time for admission into \arious instil nt ions y 

(d) If not, wli\ not 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: On account 

of dislurhances in tlie town, examination oi five* theoretical papers of tlie 
B.A. examination and the H.Sc. Honours Prai-tical examination were 
postponed and th(‘se examinations 'were lield in June after the re-<ipening 
of the University. 

The results of tlie examinations of 11)41, viz., R.A., B.Sc., 
B. Com. W’ere published by the Executive Coum il on the hth July, 1941. 

(b) No specific ease has come to my notice. 

(c) and (d) Do not arise. 
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•101. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department he plea.scd to state — 

{a) if he is aware that there is a Muslim Orjdianage at 8, Syed 
Saleh liaiie, Ualcutta; 

{b) if the said orphanage receives any aid frf)ni the (lovernment; 
if so, what is the amount; 

(c) what is the total numher of hoys of the institution; 

(d) whether it is a fact that ahout 40 per cent, of these lK)y8 are 

ilengali speaking; 

• 

(c) what an* the nunilxT of lH)ys from Ualcutta and luiifassal 
districts rc.sp(*ctively ; 

(/) whether it is a fact that the tea<‘hing oi lh‘ngali has been 
discoiitimied m the said institution; 

(/;) it the answer to pait (/) is in the afiirniat i V(', what is the reason 
for such (lisconi in nance ; 

(A) wh(‘tln‘r the Iloii’hlc Minister is au.ne of tlic gical discontent 
cans (I anione’ Bengali Mu.sliiii'' a- :i r«’Milt of such dis- 
continnancc. and 

(f) uh('1}ier he will take carl\ stejis to luna* tin* teaching of Bengali 
revtoreil 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; Yes. 

(h) 'rin* oiphanage jn'ojier d« es nf)t receive any grant from (lovorn- 
meiit tor its maintenance. 'J ne Middle English School attached to it 
receives a grant of Rs ISH ]»er month. 

(r) 234. 

{d) About 3(i ])t'r cent. 

(c) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(/) and (/;) Yes, as the majority of the boys are Urdu speaking, 

(h) No. 

(i) The matter is under consideration. 



84 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


[17th Dec., 


Statement tef erred to in reply to clause (e) of question No. 101 ^ regarding 
the number of hoys in the Calcutta Muslim Orphanage from Calcutta 


and mufa.ssal districts areas. 

Calcutta ... ... ... 60 

Noakhali ... ... ... 3 

llo^^ra .. ... ... 1 

24-rargana8 .. ... ... 30 

Burdwan ... ... ... 6 

dessore ... ... .6 

Myjucnsingb ... ... ... 2 

Ilooghly ... . . ... 12 

Dacca. ... ... 1 

Khulna ... ... 9 

Nadia .. ... ... 6 

Tij)p(‘ia ... 2 

Murshidabad ... ... ... 2 

Ilowruli ... ... ... 5 

Farid i)ur ... ... 1 


Total 146 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the lIoir])le Miiiishu* be pleased to 
tell us if any arrangement will be made for teaching Bengali to these 
36 per cent, of tin* students referred to in answer (d), who are Bengali- 
speaking ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; 1 ask for notice. 
Sir; tlie matter will be considered. 

Wakf Board. 

102. Mr. NUR AHMED; Will the Hoirble Ministei’ in charge of 
the Education Department W pleased to state — 

what was the total income and expenditure of the Bengal Walcf 
Board during the years 1940, l!)3i), 1938 and 1937; 

(h) how much of these annual expenditures were spent on the olHce 
staff, and how much on the protection of Wakf estates and 
the recovery of the estates ; 

(r) how many Wakf estates have been registered up to Maich, 
1940, and what is their total annual income; 
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(d) whethei- any representation has been received from the 
mutwaUis of the Wakf estates couiplauiing that the levy 
of fee at the rate of 5 |)er cent, is using hardshi[xs on the 
Wakf estates and that they are finding it very ditficult to 
pay the same; if so, whether the (iroverninent pro|)<ise to 
pay a ]>art of the exj)enditnre of the Wakf Hoard from 
provincial revenues; if mit, whv not; and 

(c) if any complaint has !»een received stating that the (\>inniis- 
sioners of Wakfs have been giviui sufH(‘ient powers for 
[irotection and efficituit inanagcnuMit of Wakf estates; if so, 
whethej- the (b»vcrnment propose to amend the present 
Hengal Wakf Act with a view to give necessary |M>wers to 
the Board of Wakfs, and Wakf Commissioner; if so, when? 


The Hon^bFe Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 


(o) Year. 

1940-41 

193;»-40 

193S-39 

1937-38 


(b) Year. 


1940-41 

l93!)-40 

1938-39 

1937-38 


Incjomc. 

Ks. 

1,04,903 

1,47,230 

83,803 

l,33,4r»7 

Amount HfK*nt 
on the fdlice 
sta/T. 

Rs. 

ti3,.703 

.'>o,(l()7 

".7,809 

:.2.279 


Expenditure. 

Rs. 

1,30,041 
1,2:>,212 
!,(;(>, 2oi 
i,or>,i2l. 

Amount sj)ont 
on the pro- 
tection and 
rccov(Tv of 
W akf estates. 

Jis. 

I,4t)2 

3,t)38 

7,532 

8,043. 


(r) The nniubei of W^akf estate*^ eniolltMl u[) t(» 31st March, 1940, 
was 0,712 with the gn ss income of Iis.(>4,tjO,227. 

id) 1 am not aware of atiy representation having iH*en received irom 
the mvfirdJhs of Wakf estates in geneial, eomplainijig of hardship being 
caused ]>y the levy at the rate ot 5 |)er cent, of the net available in<;ome. 
I may, however, state that when the Board of W’akfs is convinced of 
the levy (‘ausing nnriue hardship to a particular Wakf estate, the 
Board will grunt to it, with the jaevious a]>pioval of (loveinment, 
such relief as is provided in section 59 (21 of the Act. 

(c) I am not aware of any such complaint having been received 
but I may state that it has been found as a result of the administration 
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of the Act during’ thene years that if requires {iiiiendments in various 
directions with a view to irajuove matters and to invest the Board of 
Wakfs and the Commissioner of Wakfs wdth adequate powers to enatble 
them to carry out effectively the purposes of the Act. I may add that 
the drafting of a comprehensive amending Bill remedying this and 
other defer ts of the Act has been engaging the attention of Government. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; WiM) 

reference to answer (b), then are we to understand that the income (»f 
the Wakf estates has been increasing from Rs. 52,000 to Rs. 03,000 
whereas the amount spent on the protection and recovery of the Wakf 
estates has been decreasing, more than proportionately, from Rs. 8,1)00 
to Rs. 1,000? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I ask for 
time to ena])lc no* <o answer the sup])lpnicTitary (juostions ])ro])er]\. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: With 

reference to answer (c), when ean we expect an amendment of the Wakf 
Act? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; Sir, the Cabinet 
will decide the ])oin1 and it will be done as s(M)n as may be possible. 


Raid on the house of Mohanta of Joydeb Kundabilwa. 

103. Rai Sahib JCGENDRA NATH ROY: Will the lion ble 
Minister in charge* of the Home DopaitimMil be pleased to stale — 

{(t) if the (^o^e^^lllent are awaie of the Oirt^ that the hi»us(' of the 
Mohanta of .)o\<leb Kundabilwa in tin* di'-trict of Biibbuin 
was raided on the 22nd Angn^f, Oil, as ])iil)lished in news- 
papers of the 2J)th August, 1011 : 

(h) wliellier the (Joverimient have made anv t‘n(|niiv into the 
matter; 

<r) if so, what is the result of the emiuiry with a detailed sta^#^- 
ment of the whole mutter; 

(d) the latest developmenl, if any, of the situation; and 

(o') what ste]>s, if any, Government have taken to biiiig the situa- 
tion under control? 

The Hon’ble Mr, SANTOSH KUMAR BASU (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department): {a) The Police 
are enquiring into the matter. 
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(b) and (<?) The honourable lueinber is referred to Uie answer 
to 

(d) No report of any other alleged disturbance has Wen received 
by Government. 

(e) I>>es not arise. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when was the police en(]uirv started and wiien is it 
likely to be finished? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BASU: 1 am sorry, Sir, 
I have to ask for notic.e. 


Rai Sahib JOCENDRA NATH ROY: Arising out of (a), how 
long it w'ill take to eiupiire into the matter? 

The Hon’bie Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU : The same answer, 
Sir, I ask lor noiiee. 


Section 86A of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 

104. Khan Bahadur REZZAQUL HAIDER CHOWDHURY: Will 

the II on’hie MiiiJ^t(*r in <hai^e <»| ihe l)(‘p:n t iiK’iit ]«• p)ca^ed 

to stale — 

(a) wlielhei' tin* ( hum nm-’iil ai’e aw.ne that some contusion lias 

been cieated loi* non-nient nm of .^(ution SflA (of Hengal 
Tenancy Act as :i ie>(ric!ion e.\c]usion of Act by agree- 
ment) in section 17 ^ of the Hioigal 'J'enancy Act and doulit 
has been ex]»es>e<l regal ding a|)j»iicahilj ty ol s(‘ction SOA of 
the Rengal d'enanc\ Act in ca,s(‘ of peiinanent muiarnin 
lease ; 

(b) if so, what action the (ioNiunmeirt juojHise to tak(‘ In tliis 

matter; and 

(c) if not, whether the (Ifivernmenl will be pleased to have the 

question examined by an expert and will biing an amend- 
ing Bill, if necessary? 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; (a) No. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 
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Posting an Assistant Surgeon in the King Edarard Hospital, 
Midnapore. 

105. Rai Bahadur MANMATHA NATH BOSE; AVill the lion hie 
Minister in of the Piihlie Health and I^x al Self-Ooverninent 

Dcparinient he [deased 1o state — 

(a) if he is awaie that the Midna]M)ie Miinieipalits has since 

f)een |)ayinfy its prescribed r'ontiihution of Ks.l.OOt) per 
year to the (joverninent tor retaining’ an Assistant Surgeon 
and never represented that th(‘ nninicijial c jiinaissioiiers 
were unahl(‘ to make the iiNual conn ilHition ; 

(h) if so, if there is any likeliliood of an Assistant Sui>’’e(m being’ 
(Misted at an early date to the (Sadar) King Kduard 
Hospital in Midnapore; and 

(c) if he is aware that the District Hoard. Midnapore, is co'Urt- 
buting larg(‘ sums of money to the Hospital t Committee tor 
the past f(‘w years for securing the services of an Assistant 
Surgeon at th(‘ said hos])ital: whetlier there was any coire- 
s|K)nil(Mice between tin* Hospital (’ommittee and the (Iroveni- 
ment regarding the contribution made by the District 
Hoard and the n‘tention ol an Assistant Surgc'on at Midna- 
pore ; if so, to what effect 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: ( n The Midnapore 
Municipality has been ])a\ing an increased contribution of Rs. 4,l)t)(l to 
the (Sadar) King Kdward Hosjiital in Midnapore since* lb2o-‘2(>, for 
tr(*atmc*nt of more in-patients and not for retaining an Assistant 
Surge^on Ihc’re. The contribution is paid to the hospital and not to the 
(Tovernment . 

(h) It will not 1 h‘ possible to jiost an Assistant Surgt‘on to the 
Sadar Hospital, M idnajiorc*, unless and until the Hospital Committee 
undertake to iiiec't tlie increased contrib.ut ion for an Assistant 
Surgeon. 

{(■) Tin* District Hoard, Midnapore, makes an annual grant of 
Rs.S,t)()H to the* alove hospital, but there* is no condition attaedied to 
this grant for appointment of an Assistant Surgeon. The District 
Hoaid, however. passe*d a resedution in March, IbMT, requesting the 
Ifospital Committee to appoint an Assistant Surgeon in place of the* 
Sub-Assistant Surgeon. It is re|>or(ed by the Civil Surgeon, Midna- 
pore, that the two new departments — the X-ray Department and the 
Pathologic‘al laboratory— recently opc'ue'd in the said hospital take up 
a fairly large portion t»f the hosjutal luud and it is quite im|X)ssil)l© for 
tlie Hospital (kmiinit toe to me'et the additional cost of re]>laciug the 
Sub-Asistant Surgeon by the Assistant Surgwn. 
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Rai Bahadur MANMATHA NATH BOSE: AVill the Don'l^lo 
Minister be pleased to state it it is a fact that an Assistant Suri»:eon 

posted to tlie Sadar ilosjiital at Midna|K)r'‘ Mhen tin* coni ribiilior. 
was less than Ks. 4, (Kid and the Assistant Surgeon continued to be 
jMisted there till tliat is. hui^- after the contribution ol Ks. 4,(K)(I 

was niadei^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: I ask for notice. 

Improvement of road, irrigation, etc. 

106. Mr. NUR AHMED: AVill the Ilon’ble Minister in chaiye of 
the (\)ninninications and Works Department la* please<l to slatj* 

(f/) tli(‘ total e\|>endit iin‘ incurred out of piovincial ie\enue and 
(io\ (‘ininent of India’s /^rant — 

(/) on iinprov<‘nient <d' roads, 

(//) on urination, 

{Ilf) on drainage, and 

iir) on embankment, and out of tiie total expenditure s]>ent 
under (sich of these heads, how much was s}>eiit lot 
each distiict and what juojiads and schemes; 

f h) \\h(’tlier it is a tael that there are h(*avv showers of rain at 
('hittap)n^- mostl\ tor six to (*i^ht months in a yc^ar and 
that duiin^^ tlie rainy season m(»tor trutlic has t«» b(‘ stopjKsl 
on all tlie n*ads of the miifassal areas ol ( 'hitta^’on^' ; 

if so, \\lieth<‘r tjie ( f(»\ mimient propose* to improve at least 
thos(' loaiK wliich are of [»ro\incial importance such as 
Kainj^ar Koad, Arakan Hoad; if not, why not; and 

((/) what is the total annoint received b\ tin* (lovernmcnt of 
Bengal out (»f (iovei nim‘iit of India’s Koad Fund from 1947 
to 1940, and how imicli of it lias been spent in Fhittaj^nin^r > 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE (on behalf of 
the Minister in chage of Communications and Works Department): 

(a) A statement is laid on the Table. 

I would, Innvever, observe that it is not possible to indicate the 
amount of expenditure in each district separately, because all jirojects are 
not confined within the boundaries of a sirifrle district and accounts iic 
not maintained di.strict by district in the case of inter-district projects. 

(h) The honourable member is tietter aware of the local climatic con- 
ditions than I am; I would certainly admit that motor traffic during the 
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monsoon in the mufassal areas of diiUagfong* is as restricted as it is in 
similar areas of most of the other districts of Bengal during that 
season . 

(c) If by the expression “to improve” is meant surface treatment 
so as to provide a modern dustless road, 1 regret to say that no pro- 
posal to “iinixrove*^ the llamgar or the Arracan Koad can now l)e enter- 
tained as the Government of India are now unwilling to expand the 
present road i)rogramme of Bengal. 

(d) The total receipt from tlie Ilcjad Fund during the yeais from 
I937-d8 to 1940-41 is Its. 77, 71, 484 out of which Rs.8.?0,71(3 w^as spent 
on j}rojects in (Ihittagong during the same i)erio(l. 


StaUmp.nt referred to in reply to clause (a) of question No. 106. 


Expenditure on — 

During 

During 

19;i«-a9. 

During 

1939-40. 

During 

1940-41. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Improvement of 
roads. 

16,91,442 

22,53,530 

29,02,471 

31,54,634 

Irrigation 

7,53,560 

6,53,836 

4,92,714 

3,88,020 

Drainage 

1,85,228 

2,81,420 

5,70,127 

3,87,834 

Embankment 

6,75,057 

10,19,731 

8,76,392 

8,83,271 


Non-payment of motor car tax in ileesore. 

107. Mr. AMULYA DHONE ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the (\)mniunications and Works Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) the names of the owners of motor cars ordinarily plying within 
the area of Jessore, who between the months of Octol)er, 
1940, to July, 1941, did not pay their taxes in time as cdju- 
temj)lated in section of the Motor Vehicles Tax Act; 

{h) the names of the motor car owners who gave intimation to the 
taxing officer that their cars were not kept for use; 

(c) the date of the intimation given; 

((/) the date on which the defaulters surrendered their tokens and 
paid their taxes; 

(c) the names of the officers of the district serving under any ^ 
department of Government, who did not pay their taxes in 
time betw^een the i>eriod mentioned above; 
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(/) whether it is a fact that the Subdivisioiial Dflicer of Jhenidah 
and one Babu B. K. Basu, Engineer, <lid not pay their taxes 
in time; 

(ff) what is the date on which and the (jimrterly period for which 
they paid their taxes; 

(h) what are the dates on which they sunendered their tokens; and 

(i) whether there is any record in the office of the taxing officer. 

Motor Vehicles Tax Department, lessore, to show that they 
(lid not use their cars? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE (on bohatf of 
the Minister in charge of Communications and Works Department): 

(a) to (c) A stiUeinent giving the information is laid on the Table. 

(/) Yes. 

(//} (J) The Subdivisional Ofiieer, Jhenidah, paid tax lor tlie period 
from 1st Aj)ril, 1941, to JHst March, 1942, on the 2iid April, 1941. 
(2) Mr. B. K. Basu paid tax for the period from 1st April, 1941, to dlst 
March, 1942, on the 4th Ajnil, 1941. 

(h) (1) on the 2nd April, IfKl (2'> on the oth April. 1941. 

(i) No. 



Statement referred to in reply to clauses (a) to (e) of question No. 107 . 
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*By surrender of tokens before expiry. 
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108. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: {a) Will the Ihmhh^ Minister in 
charge of the (\>inmuiiications and Works Department l>e pleased to 
state if it is a fact that the Puher Ihuulh within the Rashpur Union, 
district Howrah, was breached durinj*: the high flood in August, 1989*:" 

(h) Is it a fact that the ])ublic and the Hashpur I'niori Pally Samity 
passed resolutions on the lOth Septiunln'r, 19d9, re(juestiiig the Oov- 
emment to re|)air the ah(tve /^uher Itomlh ami Soineswai- Khoira hlinlY 

(r) Is it a fact tliat tlic Phicf Enginc(‘r to the (Toverninenl ot Ibuigal 
recommended the lepair of the above Puhvr Handh and Someswar Khoira 
Khal as per his letter No. dated the l‘,?th August. 1940, to 

the District Magistrate*' 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE (on behalf of 
the Minister in charge of Communications and Works. Department): 

{a) and ih) Yes. 

(r) No. It was onl> sviggest<‘d that \\\v party should apjdy ti> the 
(\)llector of Howrah foT- permission under se<'tion 70 oi tin' Hengtil 
Embankment Act, to repair the P if her Pfiiif/li. 

As regards the Someswar Khoira KIkiI, it is tlu* [uivate property oi 
the //emindar and (foverriment liavc nothing to do with it. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hoiride Minister look into the 
matter himself and emjuire wliether recommendation was made by the 
('ollector of the district to the effect that this bntnl should be re]>ainnl 
by the joint c.ost of the locality 'f 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; The Hon bie 

Minister in charge of f ommi’on'atioii.s and Works De])artment will 
certainly look into the matter. 


Re-excavation of 8uti river. 

100. Khtfi Bahadur REZZAQUL HAIDER CHOWDHURY: {a) 

Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the ( 'ommunications and 
Works Department Ih? jrleased to state it it is a fact that the Suti river, 
which passes mainly through the Municijml area of the Rarasef huIh 
division, has silted up and that the cm rent of the water during the 
rainy rea.son has not an easy passage and as a conseriuence practically 
the whole subdivision is effected with malaria and other diseases due 
to such obstruction and accumulation of stagnant wafer, specially 
during the rainy season ? 
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(b) Is it a fact that consi(]ei‘iiij»- the urgeiuy and demand of its 
excavation the Government of Reiigal had undertaken the scheme over 
u decade ago and c-ommenced the work? Is it also a fact that the 
work has been suspended? If so, when and why? 

(c) Is it not a fact that due to obstruction to the current, the 
adjacent roads and the agricailtural fields are overflowed and :emain 
under water during the rainy season? If so, is the Ilon’ble Minister 
aware that as a consequence of this the neighbouring villages lose 
their harvest almost every year and are attacked with various sorts 
of maladies? 

(d) If the replies to the above l)e in the affirmative, does the 
IJon’ble Minister pro|>ose to take u]> the question of re-excavation of 
this river immediately? 

(e) Is it also a fact that the ii4-Parganas Districi Board is con- 
sidering the proposal of widening this river in (ai-o])eratiori with the 
Government? If so, when may the final decision be expected? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE (on behalf of 
the Minister in charge of Communications and Works Department): 

(a) Yes, The surrounding area is unhealthy. 

(h) The w(»rk which was taken up b\ Government as the agent 
of the Districi Board iindcr the provisions of the Bengal Sanitary 
I>rainag(' A(‘t, 1<S95, was sus])ende(l in l!)2d owing to the District 
Hoard’s i?itimating their inability to sbonldei' tin' res|)onsibility ol 
Tealising the cost from the benefited persons. 

{(') Yes, occasionally. 

(d) The question of improvement of the river is undei considera- 
tion. 

(c) I am not aware. 

Issuing of petrol coupons to muffassil members of the Legislature^ 

110. Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Will the lloirble Minister in 
« harge of the Commeree and Lal>our Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether the (iovernment are aware that apj>li('ations were 

made by mulfassal members of the Provincial I^egislature 
for ordinary and supplementary coupons to the Area 
Rationing Authority, Calcutta Area, having its office at 
77-B, Park Street, Calcutta; 

(b) whether the said applications were returned on the ground 

that they should l>e submitted to the District Magistrate 
cHincerned ; 
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(c) whether the Government have made any ar’an^H'inent for sup- 

plying coupons to the nieml)ers ^\Jlo will stay here till tlie 
session of the IVovincial Legislature is over; and 

(d) if the answer to jutrt (<•) is in tlie negative whether the (tov- 

ernment are jnepared to make any airangenient in this 
respect ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE (on behalf of 
the Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department): 

{<l) Government liave no information on the point Applications are 
dealt with as they are received and no record oi th(‘ uames of person.^- 
witli their professions is maintaine<l. 

{})) Under the rules onl> the Rationing Authoiity witliin whose 
jurisdiction the car is registered or its owner ordinarily le.vj^le.s, cat» 
issue coujM)ns for that [uirticular (vjir. In case of leni[)oiaiy < hangi' id 
residence, i.e., for a ]>erio(l not e\ce('ding h months in dm at ion, appli- 
cations can he entertained hy the Area ItationiTig Autlmiily where 
the vehicle for the time being is used. It is possible tliat jailure on 
the part of the ajiplicant to (‘xplain that the change id' residence was 
temporary has been res])onsible in some cases for the return of aj>pli- 
cations. 

(c) and (d) Do not arise. 

The Bengal Secretariat Co-operative Death Benefit Society. 

111. Mr. LATAFAT HUSSAIN: {a) Js the Jlon’ble Minister in 
chsir^e of the Uo-operative (hedit and Rural Indiditeibiess Di'fiaitrni'nt 
aware — 

(/) that there i'^ a society entitled “The Rengal Secridariat (h»- 
oj>erative Death llenefit Society” con)|>osed fd' Governmenl 
servants of oflices l./< ated in (‘alcutta and registen*(l under 
the Co-o|Kuative Societies Act (11 oi and which 

can’ies on business under the lontrol id the Kegistiai-, (Co- 
operative Societies, Bengal : 

( // ) that there is a |H-o|>osaI |K*nding beioie the six iidy of con- 
verting the character of the society, 

(nV) that most of the members of the .societv hold the view' that 
such conversion of the society to the different kind .is pio- 
posed will be detrimental to the intme^l of the soidety ; 

(iv) that a representation has lieen made to the Govetn merit in this 

respect; and 

(v) that this Death Benefit Society is interlinked with the Bengal 

Secretariat Co-of>erative Society situated in the same room 
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of the Writerw' Buildiu^^h, CalculUi, aud that the work of 
the latter has^ been aft'ec^ted very much by the suspension 
of business of the Death Benefit Society H 

(d) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, does the Hon’ble 
Minister proinise to take steps to keep it wvtnfis mutandis on its 
existing form? 

The Hon’bie Mr, 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department): {a) (/) and (//) Yes. 

(Hi) (ioveriiment have no information on the point. 

{iv) and {'v) No. 

{h) Does not arise. 

8inking of tube-wells in Calcutta. 

112, Mr, HUM A YU N KABIR, {a) Will the Rouble Minister in 
(;harge of the Public Health and Local Self-tTOveniment Department be 
pleased to stat(‘ if it is the policy of the (Tovernment to encourage the 
sinking of tube-wells in (Calcutta by private persons on their own land h 

(b) Is he aware of the dihiculties of [irivab* persons in securing sanc- 
tion from the (Virporution of Calcutta for sinking such tube-wells? 

(c) Is it ne<essar\ under the (’alcuita Municijml Ait to secure such 
sanction from the ^ 'or|>oration for tulie-wells on private land? 

(^/) Do the (loveiiinient projMKse to take stejjs to |H*rmit the sinking 
of tube-wells without an\ previous sanction in such cases? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: (oi Yes I nder 
the Oaleutta Municipal Act, the CiuiKmition of Cabutta is con- 

cerned with the (|uestion of sinking tube-wells within its jurisdiction. 

(b) No. No complaint friun ]>rivute persons in this regard has been 
brought to my notice. 

(c) Yes. Under the provisions of clause t-) td 9 of Schedule 
XVIIl of (^alcutta Municipal Act, DKid, the (k)ri>oration of Calcutta has 
issued a general order aiiplicable to the whole of the area within their 
jurisdiction, prohibiting the sinking* of tube-wells except on certain 
conditions. 

{d) (Government have at present no intention, in fact, it does not 
seem to be iieces.sarA on their [lart, to interfere with the working of the 
(Calcutta (’orporation in the matter of sinking tube-wells in the 
metropolis. 
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• 113. Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Will the llou’ble 
Minister in (‘harge of the Puhlir lleallh and Loeal Self-( Government 
Department l>e pleased to statt*— 

id) it the Pul)lic Health l>epartni(*nt has un> control over the 
detection of and j)unishinent tor the sale of adulterated food 
in rural areas In th<‘ retailers to the eonsuiners: 

(/>) it not, which auih;;:it\ is controlling tin* adulteration of food- 
stuff in rtiial aic‘as; and 

(c) whether there is ;iij\ (oiitrol o\«*i adulteration of the foodstuffs, 
such as, oil, dta at tin* source* whc're it is produced: and if 
so, which authoritv is controlling tin* same? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; (o) and (hi Sub- 
ject to tin* ^tatutor.N contud (‘\e‘rcis<*d h\ (iovernment in tin* Public 
He^ilth Department, undei the pro\ isi(»ns ot tin* Hengal hood Adultera- 
tion Act, 1919, the administration o| the .\cl in tin* I’ural areas, includ- 
ing the detection of and pros«‘cuti(Mi for the sale of aelulteiateei foo<l, 
lies mainlv in the hands of the Distiie-t Jloards. 

(c) Yes, the local authorities lor the areas within their respective 
jurisdiction. 


Central Co-operative Banks. 

114. Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Ministc*r in charge of tin* Co-operative (hedit and Rural 
lndehtednt*ss Dc'partment lx* pl(*ased to state* wln*ther it is a fact that 
the financial jMisifions ot som • ol iln* C«*nlral ( 'o-oj>erative Rauks in 
Bengal an* not sound ? 

(h) Is it a fact that some ot tin* Central Co-o|H*rati ve Hanks., e.g., 
(Goalundo Co-oj>erativ(* Central Bank and Lalhagh C(j-ojH*iat i ve (Vntral 
Bank, are not paying interest, nor even dejKJsit money after maturity 
to the depositor? 

(c) Will the Hon’ hie Minister he jdea.sed to lay on the table the 
reports of inspection by the Begistrar, ( 'o-ojieiati ve Societies, with 
respect to the above Banks ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: {aj and (h; Yes. 

(r) Registrar, Co-operative Societies, did not inspect theae two 

Banks. 
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116. Mr. LATAFAT HUSSAIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charf^e of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department 
be pleased to state — 

(a) whethei* up]>lications were invited recently from candidates for 
the iK)sts of Special Officer, Debt Conciliation; 

(h) whether these candidates were interviewed b> respective 
District Maf^istrates for the purpose of primary selections; 

(c) whether subsequently more applications were invited from new 
(candidates ; 

(tJ) if NO, whether these new (candidates from the Bakarganj district 
were interviewed by the District Mag*istrate, Dakarg^anj, if 
so, when and whether they were interviewed individually or 
en masse; 

(e) whether the old candidates from Dakar j^anj were re-interviewed 
alouf*' with the new ones; if not, why not; and 

(/) whethei any one from these new candidates from Bakarganj 
was selected by the District Magistrate; if not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U Minister in charge of 
the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department: (a) to (c) 

and (/) Yes. 

(d) Yes; on the lltli August, 11>41 ; individually. 

(e) No; not considered necessary. 


Aladinagar Debt 8ettlement Board. 

116. Khan Bahadur REZZAQUL HAIDER CHOWDHURY: Will 
the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness Department be pleased to state — 

(а) who is the present Chairman of Aladinagar Debt Settlement 

Board No. 2 in police-station Begumganj, district Noakhali; 

(б) when he was so appointed; 

(c) whether it is a fact that the said Chairman of Aladinagar Debt 

Settlement Board No. 2 was an employee under the Calcutta 
Corporation and that he was dismissed from the service as 
he was found guilty of bribery ; 

(d) if HO, why a man of such an undesirable character was appointed 

Chairman ; 
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(e) whether it is a fac t tliat if was brou^lit to the notice of the local 
authority ; 

(/) if so, what actioji sinn* theti lias been taken by the local author- 
ities in this matter; and 

(ff) what action tbe (tovernnuMit propose to take in this casoP 

The Hoil’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: (</) Mauivi Naxii 
Ahmed. 

(h) January, 1941. 

(c) to (/) The matter is under eiHpiirv. 

(f/) Tt will depend on tbe n*sulf of tbe empiirv. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The (Miair has reeeive«l iu)tice of tbe following? 
motion tor adjournment from Mr. Nur Alimed : - 

That this House do adj(»ur!j ils business to discuss a definite matter 
of urjrent public imporlauce, namely, tbe sudden abnormal rise in the 
price of foodstuffs and otlier necessarie.s of life owinjf to the outbreak 
of the war with Japan causin^»: intense banish i})s and sutferinffs to the 
Ijoorer people of llenpal and the failure of the (i(»verumpni of Bengal 
to take an} stejrs to check the said abnormal rise by controllinp- the 
prices of foodstuffs and other necessaries of life. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I can a.ssurc the Hon’ble Minister that T 
have not brought this moti<in to criticise the present Ministry 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: On u |>oiiit of order, Sir. I would like 
to know 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. Yes, Mr. Nnr Ahmed, f^o on. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 want to draw the attention of the House 
and of tlie Government to the fact that a ^rave problem has arisen 
after the declaration of war by Japan on the 7th December 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order, you cannot speak on the merit 
of the motion now. You have first to sati.sty the Chair that this is a 
matter of urgent public importance, since after the declaration of the 
war on the 7th December although the House sat on the 10th, 11th and 
12th December, you did not raise the matter at the first available 
opportunity. 
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Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, althoujjfh the House sat on the 10th, 
11th and 12th December, as there were no Ministers, I could not give 
notice. Now that the Ministry has been formed, I have come out \^th 
this notice of adjournment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; f see ytmr point. The purp^)se of a motion for 
adjournment is to record a vote of censure against the Ministry for any 
action for which they are responsible. Now, as the honourable member 
himself says that lie could not move the motion earlier because there 
was no Ministry, it havyig been formed only this morning, how' can he 
fix the responsibility for the matter referred to in this motion on the 
new Ministry:^ So, I have to rule this motion out of order; but if the 
honourable member so desires, I would allow a short-notice (|Uestion 
on the subject to elicit information. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; May 1 empiire, Sir, 
whether it is possible to pass a vote of no-confidence with retrosjiective 
effect ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Order, oriler. I have ruled the motion out of 
order. At the same time, I would like t(> give the honourable member 
an opportunity to put a short-notice (|ueslion in order to elicil general 
infonnation as to the steps the Oovernment propose to take to check 
the abnormal rise in prices. 

Short-notice Question. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; All right. Sir. 1 would ask the following 
short-notice quest ion : 

Will the llon’ble Minister concerned please state what steps are 
proposed to be taken by the new Government to control the abnormal 
rise in prices of all necevssaries of life which are taking jilace every day 
to the great suffering of the poor people of Hengal^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU; Sir. I am thankful 
to the honourable member for raising this question. Although the 
adjournment motion, which you have been pleased to rule out, would 
be somewhat premature so far as the jiresent Ministry is concerned, I 
may say in answer to the short-notice (luestion that Government will 
certainly take into consideration the very important issue that has been 
raised and will take every possible step to cope with the situation 
which has been indicated in the question. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: AVill the Honble 
Hiaister be pleased to consider whether the rise in prices in other cases 
will be a hardship to the people of Bengal? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That is certainly a 
qi^estioD to which Government will give their serious consideration. 

Or. KUMUD 8ANKER ROY: May I know, Sir, if any question 
other than rise in the prices of foodstuff can be asked in this connection P 

Mr. PRE8I0ENT: No, no other question can be put. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: May 1 ask any question 
, regarding other necessaries of life? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou can ask questions generally relating to 
the necessarie,;^ of life. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: May I know what steps are 
being taken to control the high price of piece-goods for which the poor 
people of lleugal are suiferiug? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I’he short-notice (luestion was about the rise 
in the price of foodstuffs and other nece.ssaries of life and ilie Hon’ble 
Minister in his reply has assured the House that he would look into this 
very important matter. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: On a point of 
information, Sir. Dr. Hay perhaps w’anted to elicit information on the 
point as to whether medicines were included in the term “other 
necessaries of life“. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order 

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 

Laying of the Bengal Turbulent Areas Ordinance, 1941. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, 1 beg to lay 

on the Table the Bengal Turbulent Areas Ordinance, 1941. 

Statement on Action taken on Resolutions. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, in accord- 
ance with the provisions of sub-rule ( 2 ) of Rule 95 of the Bengal 
Legislative Council Procedure Rules I have the honour to place for the 
information of this Council the following statement regarding the action 
7 
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taken by Government on the Eesolution regarding certain grievances 
of the clerks of the District Offices, that was passed by the House on 
the 16th of August, 1940: — 

The Home (Appointment) Department who are concerned with the 
subject of communal ratio in Public Services have investigated into the 
matter. After discussion with Khan Bahadur Ataur Eahman, the 
mover of the Eesolution, it was decided that the enquiry should be 
directed to the following points and that the District Ministerial 
Officers’ Association should be asked to state their grievances in general 
with special reference to these points, (a) appointment; (b) transfer; 
(c) distribution of duties; (d) status in service; (c) leave; (/) holi- 
days; (ff) promotion. A report was accordingly called for from the 
Central Executive Committee of the said Association who after obtain- 
ing a report from all their subordinate District Associations submitted 
that there were no real grievances of the clerks, Hindus or Muslims, so 
far as the specific points mentioned above are concerned. The Associa- 
tion, however, complained of the pay and prospects of clerks in general. 
The Finance Department is now enquiring into this question and the 
complaints submitted by the Association have been sent to tliein for 
consideration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The remain- 
ing items on the agenda, Sir, are matters for consideration h} the 
newly-constituted Cabinet in the first instance. The Council of Ministers 
has just been formed but it has not yet met. So, 1 projKjse that these 
items may be left over. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think there will be no work for to-morruw 
also in that case. Is there any other work? 

Air-raid during sitting of the House. 

Mr. J. B. ROSS: On a point of information. Sir. Would you very 
kindly give us your directions as to the procedure to be followed by the 
honourable members of the House in the event of an air-raid alarm 
being given!' 

Mauivi ABUL QUASEM: We shall follow the lead given by the 
European members. 

Mr. NARESH NATH MOOKERJEE: We shall follow suit. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I think it would be a 
breach of the privilege of the House to drop bombs when the House 
will be sitting. (Laughter.) 
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Mrt PRESIDENT: Order, order. I uiider^^tuud exiictly the same 
■question was raised in the British House of Commons also. The rele- 
vant matter will be tound discussed in the Hansard Vol. 3()2 at p, 1093. 
If 1 remember aright, on receipt of the warninj*; “air-raid imminent", 
the Speaker suspends tlie sitting of the Commons. 

I shall take up this matter again next day wlien the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department is expected to be present. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a matter of information. There 
are some short-notice questions. I think those have been admitted. 
^May 1 know at what stage the> are now and whether they will be 
answered in this session? 

Mr. PRESipENT: Order, order. If the> are matured, they will 
be answered. The House is adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 
19th. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-16 p.m. on Friday, the 19th 
December, 1941. 
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Members absent. 

Following menibeiH woro absent from the meeting held on the 17th 
December, 1941 : — 

(1) Mr. Mesbahiiddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. Altaf Ali. 

(3) Mr. Kadei Baksh. 

(4) Mr, S. i). (‘bakraverti. 

(5) Mr. Nareiidru ('handra Datfa 
((!) Mrs. K. U’Kozario. 

(7) Mr. Kamiiii Kumar Dniia. 

(8) Khan Bahadur Alliaj Khwaja Muhammad Esmail. 

(9) Khan Baliadur Syed Muhammad Ghaziul Huq. 

(10) Khan Bahadui Muhammad Asaf Khan. 

(11) Maulaiia Muhammad Akram Khan. 

(12) Dr. Radlia Kumud Mookerjee. 

(13) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(14) Mr. B. K, Roy (diowdhury. 

(15) Dr. Kasiruddiu Talukdar. 


B. G. Pre8«-194l-42-10799A-750. 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


Third Session — No. 5. 


The Council met in ilie Lenfislative Chamber of the Lej^islative 
Building, Calcutta, on Friday, the 19th December, 1941, at 2-15 p.m., 
being tlie fifth day of the Third Session, pursuant to section G2 {2) (a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. LALI^ CHANDRA DAS: May I, Sir, enquire through you 
whether tlie Governmenl of Ihmgal Iiav(‘ seen the (‘ommunique issued 
by tlie (lovernment of India regarding the release of certain classes of 
political prisoners on the motion moved by Mr. Joshi in the (central 
Assembly Y 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I shall not allow questions of 
which notice has not been rec^eived by the (diair beforehand. No 
doubt, 1 allowed short-notice questions in the past on imjiortant and 
urgent matters, but it should not be allowed to develop into a practice 
to ask short-notice (|uestions on the floor of the House without proper 
notice being given to the Chair. 


Presentation of Select Committee’s Report on Bengal Good Conduct 
Prisoners Probational and Temporary Release Bill, 1940. 


Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 beg to present the Iteport of the Select 
Committee on the Bengal Good Conduct Prisoners Probational and 
Temporary Release Bill, 1940. 


Extension of time for submission of Select Committee’s Report on the 
Bengal Public Gambling (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: May I also have your permission to move; 

That the time for submitting the Report of the Select Committee 
on the Bengal Public Gambling (Amendment) Bill, 1940, be extended 
till the 31 st March, 1942? 

I may mention here that the time-limit originally fixed for the 
Select Committee’s Report expired on the 31st October, 1940. 

8 
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5B 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that permis- 
sion be ^jrarited for the extension of the date of submission of the 
Keport of the Select Committee on the Bengal Public Gambling 
(Amendment) Bill, 1940, till the 31st March, 1942. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Short-notice question. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, may I ask 
a short-notice question in view of the urgency of the matter? I have 
already sent in a notice to you, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Nur Ahmed has given notice 
of a short-notice question which I understand the Hoa’ble the Chief 
Minister is Mulling to answer. The question runs thus: — 

Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be 
pleased to state — 

(a) If his attention has been dravui to the situation created in 
(’alcutta by the publication of the news that Calcutta is 
about to be declared an “emergency’^ area? 

(h) Is it a fact that a veritable panic has spread among the 
population of Calcutta and a large number of people are 
leaving (’alcutta daily, leading to a tremendous rush at the 
Howrah and Sealdah Stations? 

(c) If so, do the Government propose to take suitable measures 
to allay the panic and to look to the comforts of the people 
leaving Calcutta? If not, wdiy not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I propose to take the 
three paragraphs together and make a joint reply. It is true that 
Calcutta is about to be declared an emergency area. It is also a fact 
that some panic has been created among the civilian population of 
Calcutta and that a large number of people are leaving Calcutta daily 
and that this lias resulted in a great rush in the Howrah and Sealdah 
Stations. The IlailM'ay authorities are doing all that is possible for 
them to do in the circumstances to cope with the situation and to 
provide facilities for the people M'ho are about to leave Calcutta. They 
are looking to their comforts and are co-operating with the Government 
in allaying any panic that may arise. As regards comforts, some 
amount of inconvenience is bound to occur; but steps are being taken 
to see that the people are not inconvenienced. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: May I ask one supple- 
mentary question, Sir? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

*Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state approximately the time when Calcutta is going to 
be declared an emergent area? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am afraid, 1 am uot 
permitted to make any statement on that point. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Will the ilon'ble Minister be pleased to 
say if schools and colleges will remain open when C'alcutta is declared 
an emergent area? 

The Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is very di flicult to say 
that. Tile Christma.s holidays are very near. So, if it is a matter of 
two or three days, nothing will be done. Afterwards the situation will 
be considered and suitable steps will be taken. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state it there is any possibility of the dates of 
the various rniversity examinations being altered? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is not possible for the 
Governnient to say that. It is for the I'niversity to decide thiit. But 
1 ilo not think they havt' eonsid\*red that (luestion yet. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state what stejis (iovernnient have taken to allay the panic? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (Jovernment look to co- 
operation of the leadeis of the jieople to allay the panic. The best way 
to allay the panic would be for those who know the real circumstances 
to tell the people (hat iiian^ of the rumours are false and exaggerated. 
Government can is.sue leaflets and, as a matter of fact, some leaflets are 
being circulated; but, as J have said, it depends on the leaders of the 
people to allay an\ panic that may exist among the people. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Am 1 to assume, Sir, that no 
definite steps have been taken by Government to allay the panic? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As I have already said, 
leaflets are being circulated and so far as possible Government servants 
have been instructed to put the real facts before the public. Govern- 
ment expect that every one will try to disabuse the public mind of 
false rumours by stating the real facts. 
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Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the step taken by Government to advance a month’s pay to their 
employees in order to enable them to remove their families from Calcutta 
is not calculated to increase the panic already there ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; That is a matter of opinion, 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
consider the desirability of asking the Railway authorities to provide 
for additional railway accommodation for the transit of a large number 
of passengers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. I will certainly take steps 
in the matter. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to slate if it is a fact that in view of the panicky situation 
in (’alcutta, goondaism and terrorism have increased in this city? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware. Sir. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; Sir, as the Hon’ble Ministers are newly 
appointed and would require^ time to go through all the Rills that 
stand in my name in to-day’s agenda, I do not intend to move any of 
the motions for referring the Rills to Select Committees and also those 
for taking the Rills into consideration. Rut 1 would ask for leave to 
introduce a Rill which stands in my name and if you would allows me, 
Sir, 1 propose to do so. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well, 1 shall call you when your turn 
comes. 

Proowiure to bo followed in the event of air-raid on the Council Chamber. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am grateful to the Leader of the European 
Group for asking me to give directions as to the procedure to be 
followed by the honourable members in the House in the event of an 
air-raid alarm being given. 

There are really two questions to be considered in connection with 
air-raids — (1) the procedure to be followed regarding the busine^^s 
actually under consideration before the House when an air-raid alarm 
is given, and (2) the steps to be taken for the protection and safety of 
the honourable members while in the Legislative Building. 
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As regards the first point, namely, the procedure to be followed 
in the event of an air-raid, there should not be mucb difficulty. Under 
rule 3 of the Council Procedure Rules, the Chair has the power to 
adjourn the House at any time and in the event of an air-raid the 
presiding officer will adjourn the House immediately after the alarm 
is sounded, either till the next day or till th(‘ all-clear is sounded, as 
the occasion requires. The procedure of the House of Commons on the 
subject will be found in the Hansard, dated the 9th July, 1940. Copies 
of the Hansard ma}^ be had in our library. In short, the procedure is 
that as soon as the raid signal is heard, the sitting is suspended. 
Nothing is mentioned there about the time for wliicli the sitting is 
suspended, but it is gathered that as soon as the “air-aid over signal” 
comes, or rather five minutes after the “air-raid over signal” comes, 
the members of the House of Commons attend the meeting. Details 
of this procedure are to be found iri the Hansard. 

As regards the question of the protection and safety of the 
xionourable members, we are really in an awkward position. 1 regret 
to be compelled to say that up till now adeipiate steps for the safely of 
the lionourable members in the event of an air-raid appear not to 
iiave been taken by (iovernment. Even the elementary precautions 
in the Legislative premises such as fitting the glass-windows and doors 
with cloth strips or removing glass therefrom, erecting baffle walls, 
sinking tube-wells for working stirru]) pumps in the event of failure 
of water-supply, etc., have not been undertaken. 1 am particularly 
anxious about the glass-windows and doors as it appears from an 
observation made by Sir William Davidson regarding air-raids in tlie 
House of ('ommons on the 11th July, 1940, that a bomb falling within 
a hundred yards may cause pieces of glass to fly off which may blind 
persons nearby. The Council is al)solutely helpless in the matter. 
They are not allowed to take ans steps whatsoever, as the j)reniises 
are not within their control. My suggestion is that in view of tlie fact 
that India is now within the dangii’ ztmv, an Air-raid Protection 
Committee of the Council or. ihe lines of the ILjuses of Parliament 
A, R. P. Committee should be formed immediately. It is true that 
the House is going to ])e prorogued to-day, but as the Budget Session 
generally commences about the middle of February, it is desirable 
that arrangements should be completed before that time. The Com- 
mittee which should be very small should take over the work of the 
A. R. P. in connection with the Council upori itself and i.ssue immediate 
requisition to Government for taking the nece.s.sary steps. What is 
wanted is drive and promptness. The Committee should impress upon 
Government that if Government is to function, it cannot do without 
the Legislature and that the members of the Legislature while dis- 
charging their dutie.s have as much claim to protection as the Judiciary 
and the Executive in the province. 
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Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY; Sir, may I know 
what has happened about my short-notice question? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. It is open to any member of 
the House to move a motion for the appointment of an A. R. P. Com- 
mittee of the House. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, my submission is 
that it will be for the President to choose the members of the 
Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But, then, you have to move the motion that a 
Committee be appointed and so on. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move that a 
Committee of the House be appointed by the Hon’ble* the President 
to take charge of A. R. P. work in case of an air-raid. 

Mr. J. B. ROSS: Mr. President, Sir, I have much pleasure in 
supporting ihe motion moved by my friend Klian Bahadur Naziruddin 
Ahmad. Jhii at ilie same tinn* I would suggest that th(‘ Committee, 
subj(‘ct to your api)roval, should consist of the leaders of the various 
groups in tlii' House with your.selt as tin* (Uiairman of the (h)mniitt(‘e. 

1 would also suggest that the llon’hh* Minister resj)oii?>il)le might now 
make a statiuiuMit as to what st(*p he projioses to ttiki‘ to remedy the 
defieieneies which you liave just jiointed out. 

The Hon’ble Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Sir, 1 have not yet 
taken over full charge of the IK^partnient . So, I am not in a position 
to make any statement on the subject. The Ilon’ble (’hief Minister 
may make a statement on that. 

Mr. J. B. ROSS: Mr. President, Sir, the Ilon’ble Minister who just 
spoke was quite inaudible on this side of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He merely stated that he had not yet got full 
(‘harge of the l)e])artment and so he was not in a position to make a 
statement. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 have gone through 
the list of business. The House is aware that the Hon’ble Ministers 
were formally sworn in only the da\ before \esterday and the port- 
folios were distributed actually only yesterday. In these eireumstances, 
it is not possible for the Hon’ble Ministers who have just taken over 
charge to make any statement regarding the legislative business before 
the House. The new Cabinet have got to settle Government policies 
with regard to them. We have not yet been able to meet. We had 
yesterday only an emergency meeting. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Th<» question before the House was the motion 
moved by Khan Bahadur Xaziruddin Ahmad that a Committee of the 
House be appointed by the Hon’ble the Pre*..'dent to look after the 
A. E. r. arrangement of the Il(ni>e; to thl.s there has been a sugges- 
tion from the Leader of tlie European Croup that leaders of the different 
groups and the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department be 
included. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: That is the motion before the House. Hon'ble 
members may now speak on this particular motion if they so desire. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr. President, Sir, we are aware that, 

' as the Ministers have taken charge of their Departments (luite recently, 
they cannot announce their polic,^ with regard to the legislative busi- 
ness before the House; but for the moment we only want an assurance 
from the Hon’ble Ministers that during the course (d' the two or tliree 
months that would ela])se from to-da\ before the liegislature is sum- 
moned again, steps will be taken on this motion in order to ensure the 
safety of the person and limbs of tlie honourable members who attemi 
the House. That is the only assurance that w’e want at tlie moment — 
wliether tube-wells will be sunk and oth(‘r necessary ste]>s w’ill be 
taken. The House may surely ex]>ect some sympathetic consideration 
from Covernment in these matters. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That assurance can be 
given. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I th ink tliere W'ould be no difficulty in accepting 
the motion before the House. I forgot to mention that Mr. lloss had 
suggested that the President sliould be the Chairman of the ('ommittee. 
I shall bear that in mind. Now, I will put the question. 

The (luestion before the House is: that a C(unmitt(‘e of this Houw* 
be a])pointed by the Hon’ble President to look after the A. E. P. 
arrangements of this House. 

(The motion w'as agreed to.) 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 

The Bengal Hindu Women’s Rights to Property Bill, 1941. 

Rai Bahadur MANMATHA NATH BOSE: Sir, I beg to move that 
the Bengal Hindu Women’s Rights to Property Bill, 1941, lie circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 28th February, 
1942. 
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Mfi PRESIDENT* Motion moved : that the Bengal Hindu Women’s 
Eights to Property Bill, 1941, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 28th February, 1942. 

The Hon’bie Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, so far as 
this particular motion is concerned, I have not had time to consider 
it yet. I understand that the Government wjiich we have succeeded 
gave certain assurances to the House in this connection. I should like 
to go through the proceedings of this House with reference to those 
assurances and therefore it would have been better if the honourable 
mciinber were good enough not to press this proposal this session. In 
fact, I was never a member of this honourable House and therefore 
I am not aware of' the position with regard to this Bill. This measure 
may be brought forward during the next sessif)ri. I can, however, 
give an assurance that Government will look to the matter very care- 
fully. Without agreeing to the principles of this measure, the 
Government will have no objection to elicit public opinion if the 
honourable member so desires. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: May 1, Sir, through you, sulunit for 
the information of the Hon’ble Minister that this motion is only for 
circulation and does not commit the Government to its j)rinciple at 
ail*:^ 111 fact, it will be noticed that no motions which appertain to 
the moving of Bills for reference to Select Committees, or for consi- 
deration, have been moved, for w^e quite realise that that the Govern- 
ment have not been able to make up their minds with regard to them. 
If the motion for circulation of this Bill is postponed till next February, 
it means loss of a great deal of time. At the same time, this circula- 
tion does not commit anybody in an 3 ^ way. In tliese circumstances, I 
ho])e the Hon'ble Minister in charge will be pleased to agree to this 
motion for circulation. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, may I inform the 
House that this Bill is literally the same as the one already under the 
consideration of the House. That Bill of mine is now under circula- 
tion, and the i)resent Bill is almost the same. So, there will be 
duplication. Of course, I have no objection if it is circulated; but it 
would be doing a thing to which the House has already committed 
itself. 

Rai Bahadur MANMATHA NATH BOSE: Sir, as has already 
been observed by my friend Mr. Humayun Kabir, this motion for 
circulation does not commit the Government in any way. As a matter 
of fact, Government do not lose anything b}* circulation and getting 
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certaia opinions from the public — as to whether they agree to this Bill 
or they would like to have it modified. So, I submit that it is not 
necessary that this Bill should be withdrawn »Hid it may be allowed 
to be circulated. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir. 1 am 
prepared to accept 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You have no right of reply. I think it is the 
duty of the Chair to point out at tliis stage that by aecc filing the 
motion for circulation the House will not be connnitted to the ])rin(dple 
underlying the Bill. It is not a motion for refereiu'e of the Bill to a 
"Select Committee. The House is committed only in case a Bill is 
referred to a Select (\)mmittee. 

I will now put the motion before the House. 

The question before the House is: that the Bengal Hindu Women’s 
Rights to Property Bill, 1941, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 28th February, 1942. 

(The motion w^as agreed to.) 


The Bengal Hindu Religious Endowments Bilb 1941. 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA, of Nashipur: 

1 beg to move that the Bengal Hindu Religious Kndowments Bill, 1941, 
he circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 81 st 
Januar\, 1942. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; Sir, I rise to support the 
motion moved by the Raja Bahadur. But in doing so I must point out 
that it is a very important Bill and it requires thorough and detailed 
consideration by the jniblic. 1 am in agreement with the principle of 
the Bill. But I would suggest that a longer time be given for its 
circulation so that fuller attention may be paid by the members of the 
public and we may get a considered opinion on the Bill. In these 
circumstances, I would suggest that the time be extended a little, if 
that w'ould suit the Raja Bahadur. I would sugg(‘st that a period of 
three months be given for this purpose, i.c., till about the end of 
March next. It is only with the object that the Bill would receive 
more detailed consideration that 1 move the amendment. The amend- 
ment may run thus: that the Bengal Hindu Religious Kndowments 
Bill, 1941, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon 
by the 81st March, 1942. 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of Nashipur; 

Sir, I have no objection to the amendment. 

9 
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Mr> PRESIDENT* The question before the House is: that the 
Bengal Hindu Heligious Endowments Bill, 1941, be circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting o])inion thereon by the Slst January, 1942; since 
which an aniendnieril has been moved to the effect that the Bill be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31 st 
January, 1942. . The question is that the amendment be made. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 will now put the original motion as amended. 

The question before the House is ; that the Bengal Hindu Religious 
Endowments Bill, 1941, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 31st March, 1942. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


The Code of Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Billp 1941. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move for leave to introduce the (,’ode 
ol Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is; that 
Mr. Nur Ahmed be granted leave to introduce the ( ode of Criminal 
Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Tiio Secretary to tlie Council then read the short title of the Bill. 
Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 


The Advocates’ Robes Bill, 1941. 

Rai Bahadur BROilENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Sir, 1 beg to 
move for leave to introduce the Advocates’ Robes Bill, 1941. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that Rai 
Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra be granted leave to introduce the 
Advocates’ Robes Bill, 1941. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Secretary to the Council then read the short title of the Bill. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 
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The Bengal Legislative Council Powers and Privileges Bill, 1939. 


* Mr^ BANKIM CHANDRA DATTAs Sir, ruay 1 iiave your leave to 
introduce the Beng:al Legislative (.’ouiicil Bowers aud IVivile^es Bill, 
1939 y This Bill was oiice introduced. Sir, in Deceiuher, Bid!), and it 
w^as referred to a Select (\)nimittee. But iinfortuuatel> the Select 
Committee did not do aiu work and tin* matter ended there. 'rin*n 1 
moved you, Sir, to exereist* your powers eonfern‘d l»y ruh* 1!1 of our 
rules and you were pleased to revive the Bill. 

The position now is that the |K»rsonnei of the Select (’ommittee 
appointed to report on this Bill has of neeessit\ to undergo a (*hange. 
So, Sir, ma\ J now liave your leave to move not only for an exU*nsioii 
of the time fixed lor the Select (ommittee to report »)n this hut also, 
as I have siihniitled, for (‘erfain alterations in the personnel oi the 
Sided Committee? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: On what ^'round shall I permit >ou to move 
it now? What aie your reasons ? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: It is for the simple n^ason. Sir, 
that the llon’hle Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, the then Minister in (*harge 
of the Home Department, is no longer in office; so, in his ])lae(‘ 1 
propose the name of the llon’hle Mr. A. K. Kazlul 11 uq, now Minister 
in charge of the Home I)e])arfment . One more verbal altmation. Sir. 
We had then Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Kaiim as a member of the 
Seh'd (’ommittee, wh(» has since l)een ap]>ointed an Ilon’bh* Minister. 
In his ])laee, Sir, I want to havi* the name of Khan Bahailur Ataur 
Bahman . 

1, th(‘refore, tormallv move that in the personnel of the* Sel(‘et 
(ommittee, in place oi the names of Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin and Khan 
Bahadur M. Abdul Karim, the names of the Bon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul 
Iluq and Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman be inserteil, n^speel ivel \ , and 
that the Seh‘d (.’ommittee ‘Lus reconst ituted do submit their H‘]»ort 
b\ the end of March, 1912. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: There may be another addi- 
tion, Sir, which through mistake I omitted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I shall not allovv amendment 
by instalments. What you have already moved is before the House. 

Motion moved: that for tlie names of Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin and 
the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim, the names (if the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq and Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman he suhstituied 
respectively and that the date for the submission of the Rei»ort of the 
Select Committee be extend(‘d till the 31st March, 1942. 
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PROROGATION. 


[19th Dec.^ 


The question before the House is : that in the Select Committee for 
a Committee on the Bengal Legislative Council Powers and Privileges 
Bill, 1939, the following alterations be made that in places of Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin and the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim the 
names of the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq and Khan Bahrfdur Ataur 
Rahman be substituted and the date for the submission of the Report 
of the Select Committee be extended till the Slst March, 1942. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENORA NARAYAN 8INHA, of Nashipur; 

Sir, may I draw your attention to the fact that at the beginning of the 
Hession you were pleased to the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul 
Karim to the Panel of Chairmen. Can he remain so after being elevated 
to the Treasury Bench? 

Mfi PRESIDENT: It was only for this session. 


Prorogation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I have U in command irom His 
Excellency the Governor of Bengal that ihe llengal Legislative (^oiineil 
do now' stand prorogued. 
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MEMBERS ABSENT. 

Members absent. 
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The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 
19th December, 1941 : — 

(1) Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. Altaf Ali. 

(3) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(4) Mr. 8. C. Chakraverti. 

( 5 ) Khan Bahadur Hezzaqul Haider Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. Nareiidra (’haiulra Datta. 

(7) Mr. Kamirii Kumar Dutta. 

( 8 ) Khaif Bahadur Alhaj Khwaja Muhammad Esmail. 

(9) Mr. Kauai Lai (ioswami. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Saiytul Muazzamuddin Hosain. 

(11) Mr. Mohanied ilo.ssain. 

(12) Khan Bahadur Muhammad Ghaziul Huq. 

(13) Khan liahadur Muhammad Asaf Khan. 

(14) Maulaua Muhammad Akram Khan. 

(lo) Sir T. Lamb. 

(16) Mr. J. McKarlane. 

(17) Mr. Nure.sh Natli Mookerjee. 

(18) Dr. Radha Kumud Mookerjee. 

(19) Khan Bahadui Mukhlesur Kahman. 

(20) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(21) Dr. K. 8. Ray. 

(22) Mr. B. K, Roy Chowdhury. 

(23) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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